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GO NKEI':,CU 1:10 N-,
mSTORICAL SOCIETY'OF:'NEW MEXICO
(As amended Nov. 19, 1929)
Article 1. Name.
of New Mexico.

This Society' shiill' be called the Historical Society

Article 2. Objects and Operation." The obje'ctsof the Society shall be,
in general, the promotion of historical studies;: andin,.particular, the
discovery" collection, preservation, and . publication of historical material; especially such as relates to..New .Mexico.
Article 3. Membership. The Society. shall 'consist of Members, Fellows, Life Members and Honorary 'Life: 'Members;"
(a) Members. Persons"recommended%y .the Executive Council
and elected by the Society,'may:,become<members,:.
(b) Fellows. Members who. show,' ,by_ published·.. work, special
aptitude for historical investigation may become Fellows. Immediately following the adoption of this Constitution, the Executive
Council shall elect five Fellows, and the body thus created may thereafter elect additional Fellows on the nomination of the Executive
Council. The number:of; Fellows shall: never ':exceed twenty-five.
(c) Life Members. In addition to life members\ofthe Historical,:
Society of New Mexico atthe·date of .the .adoption·-hereof"suchrother
benefactors of the "Society!as shall pay.. into its .treasury,at one time
the sum of fifty dollars, ..or shall. Present. to the. Society an equivalent
in books, manuscripts, .p.ortraits,. or other .acceptable· material of an
historic nature, may upon recommendation by the Executive Council
a~d 'electionby' the Society, be classed as Life Members.
(d~ Honorary Life Members. Perso'ns who have rendered eminent service to New Mexico and others who have, by published work,
contributed to the historical literature of New Mexico or the Southwest, may become Honorary Life.:' Members upon being. recommended
by the Executive Council and elected by the Society.
Article 4.·,Ojficers. The:"elective officers of the.i!SocietYsham: be a
president, two' :vice-presidents, a corresponding,;secretary';:and \';treasurer, and a ',recordirig:secretary; and these five:officers'shalliconstitute
the. Executive 'CounciLwith ,frill administrativelpowers;:i
Officers' shall~qualify. :on'January 1st following."j,their telection, and
shall hold office ofcii'the,·eterm:·.of two years ·'andcuntil:'their.i.successors
shall have;been. elected·;and'.qualified.

Article 5. Elections. At the October meeting of each odd-numbered
year, a nominating committee shall be named by the president of the
Society and such committee shall make its report to the Society at
"the November meeting. Nominations may be made from the floor
and the Society shall; in open meeting; proceed to elect its officers by.
ballot, those nominees receiving a majority of the votes cast for the
respective offices to be declared elected.
Article 6. Dues. Dues shall be $3.00 for each calendar year, and
shall entitle members to receive bulletins as published and also the
Historical Review.
Article 7. Publications. All publications of the Society and the selecthin and editing of matter for publication shall be under the direction
and control of the Executive CounciL
Article 8. Meetings. Monthly meetings of the Society sh'all be held at
the rooms of the Society on the third Tuesday of each month at
eight P. M. The Execlitive Council shall meet at any time upon call
of the President or of three of its members.
Article 9. Quorums. Seven members of the Society and three members of the Executive Council, shall constitute quorums.

.

Article 10. Amendments. Amendments to this constitution shall become operative after being recommended by the Executive Council
and approved by two-thirds of the members present and voting at
any regular monthly meeting; provided, that notice of the proposed
amendment shall have been given at a regular meeting of the Society,
at least four weeks prior to the meeting when such proposed amendment is passed upon by the Society.

'.

Students and friends , of Southwestern History are cordially invited to become members. Applications should be addressed to the
corresponding secretary, Mr. Lansing B. Bloom~ Santa Fe, N. Mex.

Twitchell. Leading Facts of New Mexican HistOTV. II
1. Gov.

OFFICIALS OF THE AMERICAN OCCUPATION PERIOD
Charles Bent.
2. Gov. Donaciano Vigil.
3. Gen. Stephen W.
4. Gen. E. V. Sumner. 5. Gen. A. W. Doniphan.
(See page 98)
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WHEN TEXAS OWNED' NEW MEXICO TO THE
RIO GRANDE
By F. S.

DONNELL

declared its independence of Mexico on March 2,
1836. On December 19th, the congress' of the Republic
of Texas defined the boundaries as extending south and west
to the Rio Grande and northward from the source of that
river to the 42nd parallel, the eastern and northern limits
coinciding with the western boundary' of the United States
as laid down in the treaty with Spain in 1819, and reaffirmed by treaty with Mexico concluded January 12, 1828,
Mexico having in the meantime gained its independence
from' Spain.
.
In 1837, George S. Park, a Texas trader who was living
in Santa Fe, wrote to the president of the Republic of Texas
that, if Texas would open up a trade route to Santa Fe, the
people would welcome the chance to join with Texas and
sever all connection with Mexico.' In 1839 Governor Mauuel Armijo of New Mexico reported the danger that the
people of New Mexico would assist in the establishment of
Texas control in that department."
In 1840 William G. Dryden, John Rowland, and William Workman were appointed commissioners for the Texas
Republic in New Mexico and were authorized to explain to
•the people of Santa Fe the plans for opening a trade route

T

EXAS

L w. C. Binkley. uNew Mexico and the Texan Santa Fe Expedition,'" in
Southwe8tern Hi8torical quarterly, xxvii, 88-89.
2. Ibid.. 91.
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from Austin to Santa Fe; and in the following year the
Texas Trading, Mining and Immigrating Company was
organized for the purpose of establishing trading posts and
carrying on trade with· the Mexicans and Indians in the
northwestern part of the Republic of Texas."
In June of'1841 a party of about 300 left their camp
near Austin and started for Santa Fe; with them were three
new commissioners who had 'been appointed by President
Lamar of Texas, Richard F. Brenham, William G. Cooke,
and Jose Antonio Navarro, who were to join with Mr. W. G.
Dryden to negotiate with' the people of New Mexico. According to the story of this expedition written in 1844 by
Mr. George Wilkins Kendall of the New Orleans Picayune
who accompanied the party, its object'was entirely peaceful
and they did not f.'lxpect any opposition either from Governor Armijo or from the people of New Mexico. They entered New Mexico!~t a point northeast of the present town
of Tucumcarian{! marched in a westerly direction to the
town of Anton Chico:
.
Instead Of the welcome they expected to receive they
were met by Mexican troops under command of Capta.in
'Damasio Salazar and on the promise that they would be allowed to return to Texas surrendered all of their arms.
This promise was not kept.. They were taken prisoners, and
twelve soldiers were brought forward in order to shoot them
all. One of the Mexican officers, Don Gregorio Vigil,' protested against this' and the soldiers were withdrawn; yet a
few days later, two of them, Messrs. Howland and Baker,
were shot. From here they were sent as prisoners to old
Mexico. arid. it was not until June 13th, 1842, that those
who were left were released and allowed to return to their
homes in Texas.·
.,

3. Ibid .• 95.
4. ' For a fuU account of this trip see Geo. W. KendaU. Narrative of the Texan
Sa'nta Fe Exped1:Uon: nnd Tholl. Falcrmcr: Let.teTs fi'J1d Notes on t.he Texan Santa,
Fe Expedition (F. W. Hodge. cd.)
5. KendaU, 01'. cit.,· I, 286-287.
6. Except Jose Antonio Navarro who was a Spanish subject and was held
lo~ger. See Bancroft'. Work•• vol. xvii' (Arizona and New Mexico>. 323.

.

WHEN TEXAS OWNED NEW MEXICO

67

In 1843 the Texas government authorized Major Jacob
Snively to lead an expedition to the northwestern part of
Texas to stop the traders on the way. to Santa Fe from
crossing what Texas claimed as her territory. 'On April
25th a party of 200 men left Georgetown, Texas, and
marched to a point on the Arkansas river where the Santa
Fe trail crossed that river, camping about ten miles south
of Dodge City. Hearing of this expedition, Governor Armijo organized a force of 500 men and left Santa Fe May
1st to protect the traders after they crossed the. river. An
advance force under Captain Lobato met the Texas troops
and in the battle which followed a number of the Mexicans
were killed and the rest captured. When Governor Armijo
learned of this defeat he made haste in retreating to the
protection of Santa Fe. Before the Texans had a chance to
follow up this victory, Captain St. George Cooke, with
company of 196 United States troops, who had guarded a
caravan from Missouri came on the camp and forced· the
Texans. to surrender, although they were in territory
claimed by Texas. Later Captain Cooke was tried by court
martial for this action, and although he was acquitted, the
United States paid Texas 'for the guns and ammunition
which had been taken from the Texas party.
For a number of years after Texas had declared her
independence efforts had been made to join with the United
States,' but it was until 1845 that, by resolutions passed by
congress and ratified by the legislature of Texas, this was
.settled, and on .December- 29, 1845, the Republic of Texas
became the State of Texas.
.
In 1846 came the war between Mexico and the United
States,· and General Kearny in command of a force of
United States troops started on his'march to Santa Fe. At
. ·Las Vegas on August 15th, 1846, he issued a proclamation
to the people in which he stated: "I have come amongst
you by orders of my Government, to take possession of you},"

a

7. For reference to efforts made by the United States to acquire Texas between
1829 and 1835 by .pur~hase or' otherwise. see T. M. Marshall, A histoTlJ of the western
boundaTlJ of the Louisiana Purcha.8 (California Univ. Pub. History, vol. 2), pp.
86-112.
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country, and extend over it the laws of the United States.
We consider it, and have done so for some time, a part of
the United States. .,. We come amongst you as friends'not as enemies; as protectors-not as conquerors. We come
among you for your benefit-mot for your injury. Henceforth I absolve you from all allegiance to the Mexican government, and to General Armijo. He is no longer your governor; I am your governor. I shall not expect you to take
up arms and follow me, to fight yo'ur own people who may
oppose me; but I now tell you, that those who remain peaceably at home, attending to their crops and their herds, shall
. be protected by me in their property, their persons, and
their religion; and not a pepper, not an onion, shall be disturbed or taken by my troops without pay, or by the consent
of the owner. But listen; he who promises to be quiet, and
is found in arms against me, I will hang."
.
On August 18th, the advance force .of his army ·reached
Santa Fe about 3 p; m: and the entire force arrived by 6
p. ni. On August 22nd he issued another proclam~tion in
which he stated that it was his intention to hold the department, with its original boundaries on both sides of the Rio
Grande. Apparently General Kearny's statement in' his
Las Vegas proclamation; that "we consider it, and have
done so for some time; a part of the United States," was
based on the claim of Texas that its boundaries extended to
the Rio Grande.
On January 5th, 1846, as shown in Report No. 126, 1st
Session 34th Congress, theqand ~ommissioners for the republic of Texas issued the following certificate for 640 acres
of land as a "head right" to one Simon Prado, to wit:
Republic of Texas
County of Bexar 640 acres. No, 169, 2d class.
This is to certify that Simon Prado has appeared before
us, the board of land commissioners for the county aforesaid, and proved according to law that he arrived in this
republic previous to the 1st of October, 1837; that he is a
single man, and has. resided in the same three years, and
performed all the duties required of him as a citizen, and
having never received a certificate for the quantity of land
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for which he applies, is entitled to six hundred and forty
acres of land.
·Giyen under our hands at the city of San Antonio, this fifth
day of .January, ,A. D~ 1846.
DAVID MORGAN,

Chief Justice and ex-officio· President Board of Land Commissioners.
THOMAS WHITEHEAD, .
JAS. B. LEE,

Associate. Commissioners.
Attest:

THOS. H. O. S. ADDOCKS,
Clerk County Court, and ex-officio Clerk Board Land Commissioners.
.

In 1850 a survey was made of the tract he had selected,
designated as No. 38, in section No. 15, situated on the table
lands or plains between the Rio Grande and the Pecos River,
which sur~ey was recorded in Book A, No.5, page 367, of
the county records.
It was not quite as easy, in those days, to make surveys
as it is now, as the field notes show that it was started at
the crossing of the Rio Grande at EI Paso and the line run
209 miles and 1625 vares north,thence 25 miles· and 900
vares east. The tract located was one of the salt lakes in
the Estancia valley known as "La Salina."
The report of the Committee on Private Land Claims
on U. S. Senate Bill 240 which asked for confirmation of
title to this land states:
~y act of Congress of the Republic of Texas, approved
December 19th, 1836, the western boundary of Texas was
declared to extend to the Rio Grande. By a map prepared
under. the direction of the War Office, from the most reliable authorities, in 1844, the Rio Grande, also, is laid down
as the western boundary of Texas. After the annexation
of Texas to the United States, this government recognized·
the boundaries of Texas, as defined by the said acto! Con.,.
gress of the republic of Texas, approved December 19, 1836.
So that, at the date of the certificate from the board of com.;.
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missioners to the period beyond the time of the location and
'survey by the proper officer, this land, covered by the said
location .and survey, was within the territory belonging to
Texas, and was subject to location and settlement under
authority from said State.
We find, then, that a location and survey had been made
upon the public lands of Texas, and that the said Simon
Prado, or those claiming under him, only required the patent, to which he was legally entitled, to give a complete
title to such tract of land. This patent the State of Texas
would have been bound,· in good faith, to have issued, and
would have done so, undoubtedly, but for the short period
elapsing between the survey and the passage of the act
of Congress, approved September 9, 1850, by virtue of
which that part of' the territory of Texas, in which this
tract of land was situate, was relinquished to the United
States.
.
That this government is bound by law and good faith
to confirm such inchoate titles in a territory acquired from
another power, which such power under the laws, usages
and customs thereof would have confirmed, had such territory continued in their possession, is a question ·so well settled, both by the laws of nations and the decisions of the
Supreme Court of the United States (see 4 Peters, 512; 7
Peters, 87; and 10 Peters, 330), that your committee do not
deem it necessary to discuss the question.
The government of the United States, by virtue of said
act, approved September 9, 1850, having become possessed
of the territory in which the tract of land is situate, is
therefore'bound to confirm the title of the petitioner, to the
same extent as the State of Texas would have done, had she
continued in possession thereof.
The committee have therefore directed me to report
a bill confirming the· title, so far as the United States is
concerned, and saving the rights of any third parties, and
respectfully recommend its passage.
No action was taken at this session of congress and it
was not until October 1st, 1888, that an act was passed
cqnfirming the title.
On A.ugust 16th, 1847, the Texan land commissioners
issued certificate Number 444 to Andres Flores in the same
form as. the certificate to P:l~ado, the survey being made in
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September 1849, and fil~d in Book A, No.5, page 257, of
the comity records at San Antonio. This tract also coverell
a salt lake, known as the "Salina de San Andres," located
between the Sacramento and Organ Mountains. The exact
·location was in what is now Township 12 South Range 6
East, about 15 miles west of the town of Three Rivers.
A bill to confirm the title w·as introduced in the United
States Senate (number 454) .and under date of February 3,
1857, the·committee made a favorable report on same,' the
wording of the report being about the same as the report on
the Prado claim.
This bill met the same fate as the one to confirm the
Prado claim, but the efforts .to secure favorableconsideration were continued and on June 6th, 1878, an act was
passed ratifying the claim.'
The full records of these claims are on file in the office
of the Surveyor General in Santa F'e, New Mexico.
In 1850, the Texas legislature authorized the division
of the lands between the Pecos and the Rio Grande, together with part of its territory east of the Pecos, into four
counties, and Mr. Robert S. Neighbors (who was a United
States Indian agent at EI Paso) was appointed commissiOI].er with full power to extend the civil jurisdiction over
these counties. One of these counties, Presidio, was entirely within the present limits of Texas; the second, EI
Paso County, was partly in Texas but took' in a strip. of
New Mexico; the third ran from the northern limits of EI
Paso County to a line starting near the present town of
Belen and running due east to the Pecos River; the fourth,
Santa Fe County, took in all of the nQrthern part of the
territory claimed by Texas. This included the presenf Panhandle of Texas, part of·Colorado, and a strip north to the
42nd parallel in what is now Wyoming. An excellent map
of these counties is given in Binkley.'o
8. Report no; 350, 3d session, 34th congress.
9. Statutes at large, vol. .XX, p. 537.
10. W. C. Binkley, The E",panswnist Movement in Te",as, 1896-1850, at page 178.
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Both of the Texas counties were organized but when
Mr. Neighbors reached Santa Fe he ran into trouble. On'
,June 17th, 1850, President Taylor, in a message to the senate, notified 'congress that Robert S. Neighbors, styling himself commissioner of the state of Texas, had gone to Santa,
Fe with a view to organizing counties in that district under
the authority of Texas, and, while he (President Taylor)
had given no order to the military officers at Santa Fe to
hold possession against the authority of Texas, and he had
no power to decide the question of boundary, that in his
opinion, the territory into which Mr. Neighbors had gone
was ~ctually'acquired by the United States from Mexico
and has since been held by the United States and ought so
to remain until the question of boundary shall have been
determined by some competent authority. Before any action on this subject could be taken" President Taylor died
and was succeeded by President Fillmore.
.
On August 6th, 1850, President Fillmore notified the
senate that he had received a letter from the governor of
Texas, stating that a special commission had been senito
Santa Fe, with full power and instructions to extend the
civil jurisdiction of the state over the, unorganized counties
of Presidio, EI Pa1?o, Worth, and Santa Fe; situated on its
northwestern limits and that the military officers employed
in the service of the United States stationed at Santa Fe interposed adversely with the' inhabitants to the fulfillment
of his object in favor of the establishment of· a separate
state government east of the Rio Grande and within the
rightful limits' of the state of Texas.
Among other comments in this letter of the president·
to the senat~ are the following:
ll

These four counties which Texas thus purposes to establish as being within her jurisdiction extend over the
whole of the territory east of the ;Rio Grande which has
heretofore been regarded as an essential and integral part
of the department of New MexiCo, and actually governed
11. W. C. Binkley, "The Question of Texan Jurisdiction in New Mexico under
the U. S.• 1848-1850:' in Southwestern Historical Quarterlll. xxiv, 1-38.
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and possessed by her. people until conquered and severed
. from the Republic of Mexico by the American arms.
If any civil posse armed or unarmed enter into any
territory of the United States with intent to seize individuals, to be carried elsewhere for· trial for alleged offences
and this posse be too powerful to be resisted by. the local
authorities,· such seizure or attempt to seize is to be prevented or resisted by. the authority of the. United States.
. No government can be established for New Mexico,
either State or Territorial, until it shall be first ascertained
what New Mexico is and what are her limits and boundaries. These can not be fixed or known till the line of division between her and Texas shall be ascertained and established; and numerous and weighty reasons conspire, in
my judgment to show that this divisional line should be established by Congress with the assent of the government of
Texas.
.
In a case like this, surrounded as it is by many cogent
considerations, all calling for amicable adjustment and immediate settlement the Government of the United States
would be justified,. in my opinion, in allowing an indemnity
to Texas, not unreasonable or extravagant, but fair, liberal,
and awarded in a just spirit of accommodation.
Both congress and the state of Texas acted promptly on
the recommendation of President Fillmore, and the Act of
Congress passed September 9th, 1850, to establish the
northern and western boundaries of Texas; and the relinquishment by Texas of all te~itory claimed by her exterior to said boundaries, was accepted by the· Legislature of
Texas on November 25th, 1850.'"
In return for givirig up her claims, Texas was to receive ten million dollars in United States bonds, running for
14 years, with interest at 5%.13 Under this 'act but $5,000,000 in bonds was issued to the State, as by the act of February 28th, 1855, it was provided that the creditors of
Texas should be 'paid in cash, and the amount to be paid
them was increased to $7,750,000/" On November 1, 1926,
according to the figures given in Bulletin 817 issued by the
12.
13:
14.

Laws of the Republic of Texas, vol. I. p. 183.1
9 Stat. L 447.
170 Stat. L. 617.
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Geological Survey, there were still outstanding $19,000
face value of these bonds. Including interest paid by the
United States, the total cost of this settlement was $15,496,.,.
447.77.
With the ratification of this agreement by the legisla.ture of Texas, ended all claims of the state of Texas to
124,000 square miles of land which 'is now parts of Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico. However, Texas still had an area of 265,896 square miles left and
is the largest state in the Union.

CAUSES OF THE CONFEDERATE INVASION OF
NEW MEXICO

By

CHARLES

S. WALKER

Confederate invasion of New Mexico was the initial
- movement
T
of a campaign the object of which was the
seizure of the entire American Southwest and the northern
HE

Mexican states. The cause of the invasion was the desire
to see the Confederacy a sea-to-sea. power with all the advantages which a nation reaching from the Atlantic to the
Pacific between the parallels twenty-six and thirty-six
north latitude might enjoy. Who first comprehended the
possibilities of such a campaign is not -entirely clear; but it
is probable that it was General Sibley. HenrY H. Sibley
had been stationed in Arizona somewhat before the outbreak of the war, and knew the strength and weakness of
the army in that region. On resigning his commission in
Santa Fe at the outbreak of hostilities,' he had gone south
to El Paso and then east to inform President Davis of the
situation in New Mexico, and he had outlined a plan of
campaign. But it is not certain. whether he ampHfied. his
tentative suggestion to include the conquest of Chihuahua
and Sonora; although he actively prosecuted this action in
1862 when in the field. The orders which sent himto Texas
merely 'stated that he was to drive the Federar troops from
the Department of New Mexicoalld at the same time secure
for the South all the materials of war and disaffected soldiery in the region." In June, 1861, a prominent secessionist in Mesilla wrote to President Davis advocating an inva1. Lydia Spencer Lane mention.' that Sibley was one of the officers who passed
through Fort Fillmore in the spring of '61 after resigning their commissions. 1
Married" a Soldier (1893) [Typewritten copy in the possessiou' of the New Mexico
College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts], 5.
2. Teel, T. T., "Sibley's New M~xican Campaign-Its Objects and the Causell
of Its Failure", Battles and Leader. of the Civil War, ii (1884), 700.
3. Cooper, S., to Sibley, July 8, 1861, The War of the RebeUion: A Compilation
of the Official Record. of the Union and Contederote Armies (1880-1901), ser. I, vol.

.
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sion of New Mexico on the grounds that it would result not
only in the acquisition of military supplies, which "game,"
to be sure, was "w;ell worth the ammunition," but "would
relieve Texas ... open communication to the Pacific, and
.break the line of operations, which ... is designed to circumvallate the South." This Southerner signed himself
as "Chief Justice M. H. McWillie.' Neither of these sources
is satisfactory evidence concerning the origin of the project
of annexation of Mexico, California, and the remainder of
the' Southwest; but it is certain that, wherever. the inception, such were the designs of the operation. Colonel James
Reily, Sibley's deputy to Chihuahua and Sonora, wrote to
John H, Reagan that the South "must have Chihuahua and
Sonora. . , With Sonora and Chihuahua we gain Southern
California, and by a railroad'to Guaymas render our State
of Texas the great highway of nations.;'· And a month
later the Acting Inspector-General of the Federal army in
New Mexico informed the commander of the Department of
the Missouri that "The conquest of it (New Mexico) is a
great political feature of the rebellion. It will gain the
rebels a name and a prestige over Europe, and operate
against the Union cause.. , The Texans "will not rest ...
but. they will , . , extend their conquest toward old Mexico
and in the direction of Southern California."" From thes~
two letters one catches inklings of the importance which
the Confederates and their adversaries attached to the New
Mexican campaign.
Mexican territory adjoining the southern boundary of
the United States had been a tempting morsel to advEmturers and expansionists for many years. In his annual message of 1858 President Buchanan had openly advocated the
assumption of a "temporary protectorate" over the states
of Sonora- and Chihuahua, presenting as provocation the
4. McWillie, M. H., to Davis, June 30, 1861, O. R., I, iv, 96. McWillie's use of
the title "chief justice" indicates that the Mesilla convention of March 16, 1861, which
'attached Arizona to thc Confederacy, had probably functioned, at least to the extent
of appointing officials.
5. Reily, James, to John H. Reagan, Jan. 26. 1862, O. R., I, L, part 1. 826.
6. Chapin, Gurden, to H. W. Halleck, Feb. 28, 1862, O. R., I, ix, 634-685.
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turbulent conditions on both sides of the border due to the
ceaseless activities of the Apaches and "wandering Mexi-'
cans, equally lawless.'" In 1861 neither the Apache nor the
lawless Mexican had given the authorities at Richmond any
reason to believe that their frontier was to be any more
secure. From many angles Mexico was the most vital
problem with which the foreign depilrtment of the Confederacy had to deal. ,It was. the single foreign power from
which they could not be cut off by blockade; it could furnish large, quantities of war materials; it could see to it
that European contraband crossed the Rio Grande;8 and
the situation in the north Mexican states cOlildand did furnish food for thought to close observers in the department.
The five border states of Mexico, Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon,
Coahuila, Chihuahua, and Sonora, with an area of 286,215
squar'e miles, contained a populatioit of less than 630,0,00 in
1861." These states were not in the ,greatest sympathy with
the fluctuating political scene in the City of ,Mexico. In
fact, they had been de facto independent of the central
government for four years preceding the Civil War in the
United States. '• Und,er the "leadership of Santiago Vidaurri,
of Nuevo Leon and Coahuila, the most powerful organization along the Rio Grande was contemplating secession from
Mexico and the 'organization of a North MexiCan Republic. a
Consequently, the moment seemed auspicious to Confederate leaders, all the more so when it became apparent that
Juarez was going to favor the United States." Intimation
that the Confederates were planning the seizure of a porRichard.on, Jame. D.• A Co-rnpilatwn of the Messages and Papers of the
'
8. Owsley, Frank L .• King Cotton DiplamaclJ Foreign Relatwns of the Confederate States of America (1981), 88.
9. Coryooin. Thomas. to' W. H. Seward. Aug. 28. 1861, The Present Condiiian of
Mezico (87th Cong•• 2d Se••.• Ex. Doc. 100) (n. d.). 21.
10. Wright, G.• to E. D. Town.end. Oct. 31, 1861. O. R .• I, L. part 1. 691.
11. Ow.ley. King Cotton DiplomaclJ. 92.
12. Ow.ley. ibid. 120.
7.

Presidents. v (1897), 514.
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tion of Mexico was received by the Federal officials as early
as May 3, 1861. A Union sympathizer hi La Paz addressed
a note to Seward with the information
that it is the intention of the secessionists to take
possession of the peninsula of Lower California,
Mexico, as one of the preparatory steps to the acquiring of a portion or the whole of Mexico. Having possession of the peninsula of Lower California, their intention is to cut off our commerce with
Mexico, seize the Panama steamers, and with the
aid of the treasure so acquired to be able to extend
their conquest to Sonora and Chihuahua at least: lll
r

~

Officia:Is on the Coast also had knowledge of the movement.
General Wright, commanding at San Francisco, knew that
"The fondly cherished hopes and aim of the rebels are to
obtain a port on the Pacific." He realized that "the adjoining state of Sonora, with a feeble government and
sparse popalation; presents inducements of the strongest.
kind for the rebels to march a ·force into that country and·
ottain possession of the fine port of Guaymas."" .It was
.through Guaymas that shipments were made for the states
of Sonora, Chihuahua,and New Mexico, including Arizona."
'l'}:1e United States consul at Mazatlan reported somewhat
l~ter that the "grand aim and object of the leading men of
Western Texas, Hart, of EI Paso, Crosby, and others, is
to annex to Texas Chihuahua and Sonora,. and I am 'of the
opinion that they will on the receipt of the news of defeat
in the South cause a diversion from New Mexico toward
Sonora.'''· The correspondence of Minister Corwin and
Secretary Seward often refers to Confederate relations with
the republic below the Rio Grande, ~nd illumines a few
interesting points.· April 6, 1861, Seward expressed himself to his representative in Mexico City in these words:
13,
14.
15.
16.

Sprague, Thomas, to Seward. May 3, .1861, 0, R .• t, L, part I, 475,
Wright to Townsend. Oct. 31, 1861, O. R .• t, L. part 1. 691.
Corwin to Seward, Aug. 28, 1861. Present Condition of M.",ico, 20.
Robertson. R. L., to Wright. April 18, 1862, O. Roo t, L, part I, 1013.
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[A] condition of anarchy in Mexico must necessarily.operate as a seduction to those who are
conspiring against the integrity of the Union to
seek strength and aggrandizement for themselves
by conquests in Mexico and other parts of South
America... [There] is ... some reason to believe
that designs have been conceived in some parts of
the United States to effect either a partial dismemberment or a complete overthrow of the Mexican government, with a view to extend over it the
authority of the newly projected confederacy
.
[A representative of Mexico] has ... expressed .
an apprehension that the removal of the Federal
troops from the Texan border may be followed by
outbreaks and violence there: There. is, perhaps,
too much ground for this apprehension.
17

On June 3 Seward used phrasing which reveals that he had
received Sprague's note from La Paz.18 To these opinions
Corwin answered that
Well-informed Mexicans in and out of the government, seem to be well aware that the independence
of a southern confederacy would be the signal for
a war of conquest with a view to establish slavery
in each of the twenty-two States of this republic.'•
It is no doubt the design of the "Southern
Confederation", whenever ·it can, to seize all of
these States, indeed, to possess itself of the entire
Terra Caliente of Mexico, that being well adapted
to slave labor."
. European influences once inaugurated here,
would encourage and corroborate the hopes of the
Southern rebels, and would aid them in procuring
their recognition by European powers; It would
so weaken Mexico that a very inconsiderable
southern force could conquer. in a very short time
four or five Mexican states!'
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Seward to
Seward to
Corwin to
Corwin to
Corwin· to

Corwin,
Corwin,
Seward,
Seward,
Seward,

April 6, 1861, Present Conditwn of Mexwo, 7.
June 3, 1861, ibid, 10.
July 2.9, 1861, ibid, 16.
Aug. 28, 1861, Present Conditwn of Mexico. 20.
Sept. 7, 1861, ibid, 24.
'
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But it remained for a resident of Guaymas to phrase 'the
truth most emphatically. One Thomas Robinson wrote
that he had no doubt about the· intentions of the Confed,..
erates.
22

What the devil do they care for Arizona without
100 souls in it, and ·nothing worth having there?
They wish to march into Sonora as is intimated
from m~ny sources, and take quiet possession, for
we are not at present in condition to resist, having
just passed through a very sore trial. ... If they
once get pOssession of this State and its posts the
North may just as well give up the complete line
through from the Gulf of Mexico to Gulf of California, and it will require a superior effort then
to rout them. This is no newspaper talk, but
·something certain.'"
.
A last bit of evidence is selected from a protest against the
inaction of the leaders in the Federal army in New Mexico,
written by an old soldier at Fort Fauntleroy to Simon Cameron. While this letter (so lengthy that it covers six full
. pages in the Officinl Records) is of course the expression
of a writer who probably had no means of possessing ~
curate first-hand information of Confederate plans, it is
. inserted because it plainly shows that belief in Confederate
designs on Mexico was prevalent among the soldiers of the
line in New Mexico. After revealing considerable knowledge of the New Mexican scene from 1846 to 1860, this
trooper stated that
22. The date of this letter is uncertain, but it was evidently written after the
withdrawal of the United States troops from western Arizona in July, 1861, and
befor~ January 28, 1862.
23. Robinson, Thomas, to - - Flint, (n. d.l, O. R., I, ·L, part I, 831. Latham
Anderson, in his excellent article in Battles and Leaders, ii, 697, "Canby's Services in
the New Mexican Campaign," makes practically the same statement. He says that
';The remote and unimportant territory of New Mexico was not the ·real object of
thi; invasion. The Confederate leaders were strikirig at much higher game--no
less than the conquest· ·of California, Sonora, Chihuahua, New Mexico, Arizona, and
Utah." This· discussion by Canby's adjutant-general·· is the most scholarly as well
as the. most complete account of the influences motivating the Confederates which has
come to tbe attention of the writer.
'
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Our country, stretching more than 1,000 miles·
along the Mexican frontier, requires a vigilant eye
to };Ie kept upon the machinations of the secession
forces who are now straining every nerVe, pulling·
every cord with might and main to circumvent the
supporters of our glorious Union, and incorporating the States of Nuevo Leon, Coahuila, Chihuahua, Durango, and Sonora, Mexico, into the Government of the Confederate States of the South."'

-This at the. time Baylor's Arizona Territory was getting
under way at, Mesilla.· After a perusal of the above quotations, or the many other sources in which the same facts
are stated, the significance of the instructions given to J. A.
Quinterro on his departure to act as representative of the
Richmond government near the residence of Santiago Vidaurri becomes clear. Quinterro was informed that it was
to be one of the principle duties of his mission
to collect and transmit accurate and minute information with regard to those provinces [North
Mexican States], the amount of the population of
each, divided into races and classes, the superficial
area of the several provinces, their products, mineral resources, etc., the amount and value of their
exports and imports, the state and extent of their
manufactures, and the general condition of the
people iIi a social, political, and commercial point
of view.";'
Becau~ it was likely to attract international a:ttention
and possibly complications, the contemplated seizure of
northern Mexico was discussed more often than) California
in the correspondence of the sixties, and hence provides
mote choice· documents from which evidence may be pre·24. Need, William, to Simon Cameron, Sept. 27, 1861, O. R.. I, L, part 1, 636.
Theophllus Noel, a private soldier in Sibley's brigade, has left an account filledwlth
disgust at the mismanagement of the New Mexican campaign: Autobiography and
Remini8cence8 of Theophilu8 Noel (1904). He leaves the impression that he· understood the significance of the long march from San Antonio to the Rio Grande·: "an
army of Texans [which were to] switch off down in and take Sonora. Chihuahua.
Durango, and Tamaulipas in Mexico and add them to the. Confederacy." p. 56.
25.. Browne. William M., to J. A. Quinterro, Sept. 3. 1861. in James D. Richardson, A CompizO..tion of the Messages and Papers of the CiJ;'federucy, ii (1905). 78.
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sented than does the annexation of the Pacific coast and
the Southwest, which were regarded as legitimate fields o~
operations. But Mexico was fraught with no more potential value to the Confederates than was California. The
advantages of such a possession, a topic of discussion at ~
later point in this study, may easily be surmised by oAe
familiar with the peculiar economic necessities of the Con,.
federate States in 1862 and later. Therefore, the fact that
less sPitce is devoted in this- pap~r to developing the theme
of the seizure of California as a cause of the ConfeQerate
invasion than is devoted to Mexico as a cause must n,ot be
interpreted by the reader as implying that California. was
not as important as was Mexico in the councils of Sibley
and his advisers. Major Teel, cominander of Sibley's artillery, held the opinion that the conquest of California
would have preceded any invasion of Mexico, Olice New
Mexico had been 'cieared of Federals," while the importance
of California is equally emphasized by General Anderson,
who devoted most of his discussion of the Confederate project to roi;n~ing out what would have resulted had California
been captured.'" Shortly after the opening of the Rio
Grande campaign, General Sibley' informed Major Teel
that the "objective, aim, and desiin of the campaign was
conquest of California, and' as soon as the Confederate
army should occupy the Territory of New Mexico, an army
of advance would be organized, and 'On to San Francisco'
would be the watchword".'" 'rhi's concise but conclusive
evidence is corroborated by a report of Secretary of War
J. P. Benjamin to President Davis. He discusses the pro.:
ceedings of Baylor in the MeSilla valley, and then goes' on
to say: "The result of his action has been the securing to the
Confederacy of a portion of the territory formerly common
to all the States but ~ow forming a natural appendage to·
our Confederate States, opening a pathway to
Paci'fic!'''" .
,

the

the

26.
27.
28.
29.

Teel, "Sibley's New Mexican Campaign," Battles and Letu!.eTs, ii, 700.
Anderson, "Canby's Services,'" ibid, Ii,· 697.'
.
. .
.'
Teel, "Sibley's New Mexican Campaign," ibid, II, 700.
Benjamin to Davis, Dec. [14 1], 1861, O. R.. IV, i, 791.

'
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It was this "pathway to the Pacific that made California so
important. From Fort Bliss, Baylor reported to headquarters that "The vast mineral resources of Arizona, in addition to its affording an outlet to the Pacific, make its acquisition a matter of some importance to our government.""
Bancroft considers California the chief· cause of the invasion. He writes:

.
Confederate plans respecting the Southwest
belong in their' general scope to the history of California, which country was the chief prize in view,
and in details of operations to that of New Mexico.
. . . Here.it suffiges to say that those plans ... included the occupation of. all the southern frontier
regions to the Pacific."
The Confederates assumed that if California, New Mexico,
and the northem Mexican states, joined the Confederacy,
the strong secession element in Nevada, Utah, and Colorado,
would aid the movement, making the conquest of the Southwest complete."
The cause of the Confederate invasion of New Mexico
may be stated in a sentence as the desire to seize the Southwest and northern Mexico. But this region was valued by
Southerners for certain advantages which its possession
would bring. These advantages spurred on. the Confederates, and consequently may be. considered as subsidiary
causes. It was felt in the South that the addition of the
immense region under consideration would so expand the
. limits of the Confederacy that European recognition would
follow. The relative areas of a Confederacy with a southern boundary near the twenty-sixth parallel and a northern
near the forty-second and a United States which included
the remainder of the nation as it had existed prior to 1861
was thought to be certain to impress European potentates.
80. Baylor to Van Dom, Aug. 14, 1861, O. R., I, iv, 28.
81. Bancroft, Hubert H., Arizona aoo New Mexico (1889), 510·511.
32. Bancroft; ibid, 685-686.
Hayes, A. A., Jr., New Colorado aoo the Santa Fe Trail (1880), 162.
Anderson, "Canby's Services," Battles and LeadeTs, ii, 697.
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And if the North failed to expand its blockade to include
the Pacific cOaSt,1IS thus reducing its effective blockade to a
partial blockade, and releasing on the oceans Confederate
war and merchant craft which might be constructed iIi
California and Mexico, there was ample reason' to hope that
the opposition to Southern recognition would disappear in
London and Paris, the capitals most invoived. The newer
union of states would include more territory than its rival,
its unblockaded coast-line would exceed that of the North,
and the mines of the West would pour into Confederate
coffers the wealth which had formerly gone to Washington,
enabling Richmond credit abroad to be as acceptable as any
other. ,One discerns a certain degree of logic in this argu- '
m.ent."' But if Europe failed to respond in the eXpected
manner the South ,saw no reason to consider that the acquisition of the Southwest and northern Mexico would be
wasted effort. A port or two on the Pacific through which
supplies might be imported would greatly relieve the situation east of the Mississippi and furnish materials of war
for the soldier and food for the civilian. 1IS The gold of Arizona was valued by the North as a source from which to pay
for the prosecution of the war," and it might hav.e relieved
the treasury department of Richmond just as effeCtively.
President Lincoln denominated the gold of the West as "the
life-blood of our financial credit,"" which indiCates that the
Confederates wer;e not over-:estimating its importance. Re38. Anderson considered the establishment of an effective blockade on the
Pacific coast impossible. "Owing to the remoteness of this coast it would have been,
impossible for us to have effectually blockaded it." "Canby's Services," Battles and
Leaders, ii, 697.
84. Anderson, "Canby's Services," ibid. ii. 697. Chapin to Halleck, Feb.' 28.
1862. O. R., I, ix; 634-685.
Bancrofb, Arizona, 511.
35. Baylor hoped to obtain horses from California. He requested that "some
arrangement for the purchase of horses in California be made. I could now buy the
best of horses there for less than $50 per head, and there are many Southern men who
would sell them for Confederate bonds." Baylor to S. B. Davis, Nov. 2, 1861, O. R .•,
I. iv. 149.
'
86. Carleton to Thomas. Sept. i3, 1863, Indian Tribes, C<mdition of the. Report
of the Joint Speciai Committee, Appointed Under Joint Resolution of March 9, 1866
(1867), 186.
87. Anderson. "Canby's Services," Battles and Leaders. ii, 697.

eent mining discoveries in Chihuahua and Sonora had
{lra'wn around them large bodies of miners from California,
most of whom were Southerners who could be depended
upon to direct mining operations in that area." In addi- tion 'to European recognition and acquisition of gold and
supplies, the Southwest would furnish recruits for the Con:federate army. -There were many Southern sympathizers in
this region who were waiting for an opportunity ,to enlist.
A California assemblyman - asserted that thirtY thousand
men were ready to take up arms for tl:te Confederacy in that
state alone... A more reliable sourCe places the figure 'at
'twenty _thousand, and goes on to say that if the South
- .ishould ever get ait organized force into this State, as' a
~alIyingpoint :for all the secession element, it would inevitably inaugurate a Civil war hereirnmediately."" Less than
a month afrer the above was penned John R. Baylor \vas
swire that "(jaliforriia is on the eve of a revolution. There
are many 80uthernmen there who would cheerfully join
Uidfthey could get to us, and they could come weU'afrn.ed
and mounted."" It was the estimate of a member of the
'New Mexico legislature'from Dona'Ana county -in 1863 <tlmt
nine· outo:f every ten men 'in that county fa.(,;oroo tIle S'Outh."
'However, the a'dditions'to theCon:feaerate 'army which the
:West could 'have made' were soineagre in eonsequ'ence Jot
'the scanty.' 'p-optilatiort that this ''feature of annexation coula
lUirdly :havebeert 'of as 'inuch 'inoment i as 'the morefai--reaehing influences-of an unblockaded port on the Pacific or
numerousg6ld rand :silver mines.
,From many ,angles 'there seem'oo to be :factorS which
could be depended upon to make for 'the success of 'a Confederate invasion of New Mexico, and which probably acted
'aBcontributing causes in that 'attempt. It was said ,that
'the 'Federal army in: New Mexico was weak. 'The 'corn88. Corwin to Seward, Aug, 28, 1861, Present Cornlition of Me.,ico, '21.
39. Kennedy, Elijah R .. The Conte8t lor California in '1861 (1912), 74,
40. Sumner, E. V., to Townsend, Sept, 7, 1861, O. ''R., I, L. 'part I, '610.
41. Baylor to Davis, Nov. 2, 1861, O. R., I, iv, 149.
42. The New Me.,ico Pre88 [Albuquerque], July 19,' 1864. -
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manding officer of the Department was handicapped by a
vacillating policy at Washington, which left New Mexico
"in a destitute condition." There was "not artillery enough
in the department to arm a single post properly, and the
supply of ammunition, except for small-arms, [was] exceedingly limited. Remounts for cavalry horses and draught
animals for the quartermaster's department [could not]
be procured."'" There had been extremely dry weather
during 1859' and 1860, so that in 1861 it was difficult to
secure mounts of any description in the Territory. The
Federal soldiers were restless under continued deferment
of their pay, which was six months in arrears in June,
1861..... It is probable that sympathizers with the South
among the officers in New Mexico knew that the majority
of the regular army in the Department had been ordered,
May 17,1861, to march to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; the
defense of the Territory to be left in the hands of one regiment of riflemen and four companies of dragoons together
with such militia as could be raised among thecitizens/"
Colonel Baylor evidently expressed the pith of Southern
opinion in 1861 when he closed a report with .the terse :sentence "New 'Mexico can now be easily taken."'"
Proba.blythe chief foundation for Baylor's confidence
was the reported pro-Southern attitude of a majority of
the inhabitants of Arizona and the prevalence of the secession viewpoint in Santa Fe. 'Certainly he had reason :for
his belief. It ;had been only two years' since' the New :Mexi.,.
can legislature had enacted a slavery cOde, "which would
bring blushes to the cheeks of Caligula"," in order to find
48. Canby to Assistant Adjutant-General at Saint Louis, Aug. 16. 1861. o. n..
I. iv. 64-65.
44. Canby to Assistant Adjutant.General at New York, June 11. 1861. O. R .•
I. i. 606. This condition had become so serious by November. 1861. that "The
tary operations in this department [were] greatly embarrassed • • . almost' entirely
paralyzed by the want of funds in the pay department." Canby to Paymaster-Gen.
eral at Washingtcn. Nov. 18. 1861. O. R .• I. iv. 75.
45. Headquarters of the Army. Washington. "Special ,Orders. No. 86'h ....May
17. 1861, O. R .• I. i. 604.
46. Baylor to
. Sept. 24. 1861. O. R .• J. iv. 109.
47. Bingham. of Ohio. Jan. 22. 1861. CO"f1re•.~iona.l Globe••'6th Cong .. 2d Se88.;
Append';". 88.

mili-
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favor with Buchanan's administration." The law had been
,passed at the suggestion 0:( Jefferson Davis, after being
sponsored by the New Mexican delegate at Washington,
Miguel Otero:"
Otero was, undoubtedly pro-Southern. He was accused
on the floor of Congress by a representative from Wisconsin
of being "sound on the slavery. question"," and he allowed
to appear in a Santa Fe newspaper a letter advocating secession from the United States and union with the proposed
"Bear Flag Republic." This sheet was the Santa Fe Gazette
of December 8,1860, which was one of three newspapers in
the Territory which advocated Southern principles.', On
Feb. 2; 1861, the Gazette referred to the attempt to subjugate the Southern States as "an absurd project" which
would be opposed until defeat had 'been the lot of the "invader", "the mercenary hourdes from the North", and on,
March 16 quietly suggested union with the South."' Both of
the newspapers in the region called Arizona were secessionist. Sylvester Mowry's Tucson Arizonian leaves no doubt.
concerning its tenets; and an attack on presid.ent Lincoln
in the issue of March 9, 1861, makes its position definite.'"
Nor was the publication .in the Mesilla 'valley less, oui;.:.,"
spoken. W. W. Mills, one of the few Unionists in the area,
wrote on June 23 that "The Mesilla Tinies is bitterly disunion, and threatens with death anyone who refuses to'
acknowledge this usurpation"."" The Times, on May 11;
welcomed the ne'Ys of the firing on Fort Sumter with "enthusiastic cheers", and contained a sketch of the Confeder48. Richardson, Albert D., Beyond the Missisltippi, 1857-1867 (1867), 264.
49. Otero, Miguel, to A. M. Jackson, Dec. 16, 1858, Bill and Report of John A.
Bingham a~ Vote on It. Passage, Repealing the Territorial' Ne", Me.,ican [,a"'B
EBtablishing Slavery (n. d.), 1. A summary of this act is in Bancroft, Arizona, 683.
A complete text is found on pages 4-7 of the document which contains' Otero's letter.
This was issued as a campaign pamphlet in 1860 by the Republican Executive
. Committee.
60. Congo Globe, 36th Cong., fid Se.B., 515.
51. Santa Fe Ne", Me.,ican, Oct. 19, 1867.
62. Hinton, Richard J., The Handbook to Arizona (1878), 265-266.
68. Mills, W. W., to John S. Watts, June 23, 1861, O. R., I, iv, 56.
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ate flag beneath which 'was printed a contributed poem,
"Our Flag", and the rousing "Dixie Land"." .
Other factors in addition to the slave code, .Delegate
Miguel Otero, and the newspapers, indicated that New
Mexico was pro-Southern, and might be expected to aid a
Confederate invasion. One of these was the commercial
dependence of New Mexico upon states of Southern sympathies, especially Missouri and Texas. E. R. S. Canby was
but giving expression to a truth which had become more
and more important each year subsequent to 1824 when he
said that in the future New Mexico's position "will be contingent upon the action of Missouri, with which the people
of this Territory are more intimately connected in their
commercial relations than with Texas or the neighboring
States of Mexico". os The Sarita Fe Trail made New Mexico
dependent upon the slave state of Missouri; and while time
proved them wrong, the Confederates probably considered
this an asset in 1861. At least the Mesilla. Times saw no
reason to refrain from announcing:
From a correspondent well posted in New
Mexican ·affairs· at 'Santa Fe, we . learn that the
universal opinion and' decision. among the leading
and influential citizens of New Mexico is to abide
the choice of Missouri in the present national difficulties between North and South. . . The closest
commercial relations exist between New Mexico
and Missouri and probably induces the above line
of action."
.
.
Numerous petitions for aid sent to Montgomery and,
Richmond spoke the Confederate inclination of the people~
64. Mesilla Times, May 11, 1861. Frank Higgins, the editor of this paper,
was later rewarded for his efforts by appointment to the office of probate judge of
the Confederate court at Mesilla. Walker, Charles S., "Confederate-Government in
Dona Ana County," NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, vi, 261 (July, 1931). While
Higgins was editor on May 11, he had evidently turned over his duties to Mr. Kelly
by June 16. Paul, G. R., to Acting Assistant Adjutant-General at Santa Fe, June 16•.
1861, O. R., I, iv, 89.
66. Canby to Asslstant Adjutant-General at New York, June 11, 1861, O. R.,
I, I, 606.
66. Mesilla Times, May 11, 18G1.
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A communication from Henry Winslow relative to possession of New Mexico was presented before the Provisional
Congress, February 25" 1861, and referred to the Committee on Territories!7 Four prominent names were attached
to a request from Mesilla for "a Territorial organization by
the Confederate States of America, the subjugation of all
the Indian tribes, and the administration of law and justice."" Of course there was the above mentionedsugges.,.
tion of Chief Justice M. H. McWillie to President Davis
that it might be profitable to expend ammunition on the
"game" in New·Mexico:'· Officers Baylor, Sibley, and Reily
must have felt that they were not "invading" southern New
Mexico at all, but merely occupying it by request; for had
not a convention in Mesilla declared Arizona secede<I from
the United States and a part of the Confederacy? If these
men had needed·. any 'encouragement, 'they must have found
it' in abundance in the sixth resolution of the secession convention which convened on March '16, .1861."

Resolved, That we will not recognize the present Black Republican administration, and that we
will resist"any officers./appointed.to ,this Territor.y
by .said !administration with.,wh~tever, means in
our,power:11
.
A .study ,of .the census. of .1860 .does .notreveal any preponder.ance. of .inhabitants ·of Southern nativity in New
Mexico. ~In ,fact, ,·the :figures 'themselves' give no 'reason at
all ·for suspecting that there was a marked Southern· sentiment inothe..Territory, although at.the Same time they .give
no reason for believing .that there was not. . While they .do
not prove that the leaders of the invasion were mistaken,
the .data 'force the. historian to 'handle petitions and such
'57. JournoJ.·of the Congress of the Confederate States of America (58th Cong"
2d 'Sess., Doc. 234'), i (1904). '80.
58. ·Jones, .Samuel J., 'R. P. ·Kelley, James A. Lucas, and L. S. Owings, to E.
N. Covey, June '6, 1861, ·0. R., '1, L, 'part I, '501"502.
59. McWillie to Davis, June 80, 1861, O. R., I, iv, 96.
60. Paul to 'Acting 'Assistant ·Adjutant-General at Santa Fe, June 16, 1861,
O. R., I, lv, 89.
61. ' Lucas to Lorenzo' Labadi, June H, 1861, O. R .. I, iv, 89.
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material rather gingerly. According to the census the border states of Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri,
h8d been the birth-place of 379 of New Mexico's population
of 1860. The states to the south of these had contributed
652, while the states to the north of these had furnished
1,124. This shows a majority in favor of the Northern
states. New York sent 400 Of its sons to New Mexico,
Pennsylvania, 215, Missouri, 171, and Texas, 166; these
being the first four in number represented in the Territory.
Thus, the first truly Southern state ranks fourth. But the
census is not entirely satisfactory. It lists in one, lot all
pe~sons born in the territories of the United States, a fact
which considerably reduces the value of nativitY study as a
means of discovering. the probable sentiments of the, New
Mexicans, for this group included 84,487 out of 'the total
population 'of 86,793. Hence, the census is interesting becaus,e it shows that a majority 'of the personf! who happened
to be born in states were born in Northern states, but since
the percentage born ·in' states was negligible, no valid conclusions maybe drawn from it."
:Military iilefficiency 'in ''New =Mexico and the prO-:South,ern sentiments 01 the inhabitants pointed toward Confederatesuceess; likewise the political situation in ,:Arizona
must have encouraged the secessionists., The ,'a"erritorial
government ,at Santa Fe had consistently neglected that
part of 'its jurisdiction ,south 'andwest of otheJornada del
Muerto. At least three, causes contributed 'to '!this n:eglect.
The first was the 'isolation of 'the -region 'from theeapital,
which made communication difficult." The second was the
'Southern opinions of most of the Anglo-Americans south of
the Jornada. And the third, and most important, was the
.62. 'Eighth Cen8U8, 'Population. 573.

Th'e eight states which contributed most

to the population were: New York, 400; Pennsylvania; 215; Missouri, 171; Texas,

166; Virginia, 149: Kentucky" 108: Tennessee, 101: Ohio, 97.
The various section's of the United States were represented as 'follows: New
England, 190; East Central, 739; 'Old Northwest, 201: northern states west, of
Mississippi, 251; south of the Ohio ,and east of Missi.sippi, 320: southern :states
west of Mississippi, 257.
68. "Labors for a Territorial Govemment" (Fish's manuscript], Arizcma Hi<J·
torical ReO/isw, i, 68 (April, 1928).
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determination of the politicians of the Rio Arriba, or the
counties of upper New Mexico, to keep governmental affairs
in their own hands. Commenting on a rumor that Dona
Ana county was seeking to effect a separate organization in
1863, the Rio Abajo Weekly Press, of Albuquerque, summed
up the entire matter in a few phrases:
[The] people south of the Jornada del Muerto
[are] still suffering under the same political
grievances inflicted upon them by the party hacks
who controlled our Legislature since the organiza~
tion of this Territory.... Dona Ana county, with
as great a population as Bernalill~if not greater
-has apportioned her but one Councilman and
one representative, while Santa Ana, with little
more than three hundred voters, has an equal representation. The people of Dona Ana were disgusted by such unjust treatments, and would not
send anyone to represent them at Santa Fe, but
sought at Washington redress of their grievances.
In the apportionment by Governor Rencher, in
1861, that county was assigned no greater repr~
sentation than it had had ten years before, no~
withstanding the subsequent acquisition of
Mesilla,and other populous settlements west of
the Rio del N orte~ It has always been the aim of
certain demagogues that the counties of Santa Fe,
Rio Arriba and .Taos should rule· the Territory
and Government; appointees from the states have
favored the scheme on account of favors received
or expected. Is it any wonder that the people of
Dona Ana wish to be annexed to Arizona ?"'
A comparison of the census figures" and the· apportionment
of the legislators as listed by Bancroft" substantiates cer~
tain sentences in the above, and reveals a most indiscrimi~
nate arrangement of representation. Dona Ana and Ari64. Rio Aba;jo ·Weeklll Pre••, April 14, 1863. A most Interesting note appeared
in the next week's issue. A movement was on foot to have the counties of Dofia
Ana (New Mexico) and Franklin (Texas) united and admitted to the Union as
the Terrltol"y of Montezuma. Ibid, April 21, 1863.
65. EiiJhth Ce1l$U8, Populatirm, 568-572.
66. Bancroft, AHrona;, 634~636.
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zona counties with a population of 8,660 were allowed one
member in the House, while Bernalillo with a population of
8,574, elected three. Santa Ana county included only 1,505
residents, but sent to Santa Fe the same voting power as
Dona Ana. Valencia county contained 8,482 persons, but
had only half the voting power of Socorro county, which
contained 5,706. Of course, universal suffrage did not exist,
but this will hardly explain such a state of affairs. It would
seem that Hezekiah S. Johnson, editor of the Rio Abajo,
was correct. He stated the truth with reference to the
failure of Dona Ana county to send the lone delegate allowed
it. Six of the ten sessions of the House; 1851-1861, sat
without a.voice from the people below the Jornada.
The first indication that all was not well between the
southern and northern portions of New Mexico appeared in
December, 1854, when a petition was presented to the Territoriallegislature asking that a resolution be sent to Congress praying the organization of· the southern area into
a separate Territory. "Primeria", "Gadsonia", .and "Arizona", were suggested as possible names, the latter being
favored. But this first attempt to secure independent
government failed.
Tucson was the scene of a convention held on August
29, 1856. A more definite step 'was taken in this meeting,
which organized with MajorOS M; Aldrich presiding, James
Douglass and Jose M. Martinez, vice-presidents, and N. P.
Cook, G. H. Oury, H. Ehrenberg, Ign. Ortiz, .and I. D. I:
07

67. Members from Dona Ana county attended in '52, '55, '56, and '58. The
population of the counties and representation in the House in 1860 were as follows:
18,479,
5.
Taos,
9,829,
5.
Rio Arriba,
7,995,
3.
. Santa Fe
18,670,
San Miguel,
8.
8,574,
Bernalillo,
3.
1,505,
Santa Ana.
1.
. 1. (859)
8;482,
Valencia,
Socorro,
5,706;
2.
Dona Ana and Arizona,
8,660,
1. (1858)
&8.

Bancroft, Arizona, 504, reads "Mayor".
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P~k, committee on resoilltions,!'" A memorial signoo by
two hundred and. sixty persons was sent to Congress urging
the organization of a Territory, Oury was elected to the
legislature at Santa Fe; and during the following montq.
Nathan P, Cook, delegate to Washington, Although Cook
was not admitted to a seat, his efforts in Washington resulted in· the introduction of a bill in the House, January,
1857, to organize the Territory, This failed to gain the
approval of the committee to which it was referred, who
recommended instead a long and complicated bill creating
a judicial system independent of Santa Fe, but otherwise
doing little to relieve the trouble, This passedihe Senate
in February, but did.not appear in the House:o
Another ·petition arid another delegate were dispatched
from Tucson in September, 1857, but in spite of the zeal
of the new representative of the people of Arizona, Sylves..
ter Mowry, no success followed,"
Mowry was re-elected in September, 1858, receiving
2,164 votes: A bill proposed by Senator Gwill, of California, attempted to alleviate the discrimination against Arizona in the New Mexican legislature by providing that
there should be two members in the Council and four in
the House from' that region,"" but it went the way of· the
previous efforts~ .
The. opposition to these bills considered that Arizona
did not have a population sufficient. to warrant the expenditure involved ina Territorial'government, There wasah~o
.fear that Arizona would become a slave state,""
Tucson had not been alone in its efforts ; on September
3, 1858, and again on June 19, 1859, Mesilla had taken similar action, James, A, Lucas presided over the latter sea69. Bancroft, ibid. 504, lists in addition G. K. Terry and W. N. Bonner as secretaries.
70. "Labors for a Territorial Govemment" Fish's manuscript, Ariz. Hist. Rs"..
i, 63 (April, 1928).
71. Bancroft. Arizona; 505.
72. Congo Globs. 94th Cong., tim 5683., 819.
73. "Labors for a Territorial Government" Fish's manuscript, Ariz. HUll. Rs'IJ..
i. 63 (April, 1928).
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sion, and Samuel W. Cozzens acted as secretary~" Syl-:
vester Mowry addressed, the convention and received its
nomination for re-election as delegate. The customary resolution included phrases which indicated that the spirit of
separatism had' been' growing stronger and stronger' as
Congresses refused 'petition after petition: it complained
that there had not been a session of court held south of the
, J ornada since 1855, declared, that Arizona would take np"
part in, New Mexican elections from that time forward,
and called ~or an election of delegate on September L Representatives of each town in the convention were elected to
a similar meeting to be held.in Tucson on June 27. The
delegates did not open the Tucson session until July 3, but
at that time adopted resolutions similar to those of the
Me~illa convention. John Walker acted as president, and
J. H. Wells as secretary.
The final step was taken a year later when a complete
Territorial government was organized."" This provisional
government set in motion in 'April, 1860, was a direct pre;cursor of the Confederate Territory of Arizona, which built
'upon the edifice already constructed, even to the extent of
retaining many of the officials. Baylor was but giving expression to the avowed desire of eight years of agitation
when he proclaimed the land south of the J ornada an inde74. It is to be regretted' that the author of The M4rv.lous Country did not'
think "more highly of his political ventures, While Cozzens discusses numerous
Incidents of early Arizona history, there is 'not a word concerning thi~ most, important co';vention of which he must ha~e had considerable knowledge: .is a result of
his secretarial duties.
'
75. Bancroft, Ariz""", 506·507. This convention met from: April 2 to April I)
with 31 delegates present. It adopted' a provisional constitution, declared its n~rthe,rn
limits the line of 33°40', and provided for' four counties, Dona Ana, Mesilla, Ewell,
and Castle Dome. 'Officials elected or appointed were: governor,' Dr. L. S.' OWings, of
Mesilla: judges of tbe supreme court, G. H. Oury (chief justice), Samuel Cozzens,
and Edward McGowan: lieutenant-governor, 'Ignacio Orantia; secretary of state,
James A. Lucas; controller, J. H. Wells; treasurer, 101. Aldrich: marshall, Samuel G.
Bean; district attorneys, R. H. Glenn, Rees Smith, and Thomas J. Mastin: commander of militia, W. C. Wordsworth; and adjutant-general, Palatine Robinson.
The legislature was to consist of nine senators and' eighteen representatives. The
minutes of the convention, the Territorial constitution, and the' governor's inaugural
address, were printed at Tucson in what Bancroft calls the' first book' ev';r published in Arizona. The edition ,contained twenty:three pages, and was issued under
the imprint of J. Howard Wells.,
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pendent Territorial jurisdiction. What the United States
refused to supply, Baylor sought to provide; andjt was no
deterrent to the Confederate cause that the United States
government had taken no notice of Arizona's numerous
peitions. The continued efforts of Arizonans to secure
government free from the control of Santa Fe, and the evident dissatisfaction which became more and more apparent with repeated failure must have been a situation which
brought joy to the Confederate authorities as they considered the ways and means and probable success or failure of
a western campaign.
There seems to have been a belief among Southerners
that the Mexican would come to their aid. Friends of the
cause reported that Mexicans could be depended upon for
commissariat supplies, mules, and teams," because they
were completely controlled by Anglo-Americans, most of
whom in Arizona were Southerners." In EI Paso county,
Texas, the vote on secession was considerably augmented by
friends from across the Rio Grande, and it was later suggested that the total would have been even larger if the
river had not risen at the critical moment.'18 Seward wrote
to Corwin that the native population of California "would
to a man join the invaders"·,'" and it is probable that the
Confederates thought that the Mexican in New Mexico
would do the same. One writer states that the Apache was
also looked upon as an aid."" Some acquaintance with the
history of the "foreign affairs" of this powerful tribe causes
one to accept such a statement with many reservations if
at all. It is true, as the writer referred to states, that "the
Apaches were killing the Yankee miners as fast as therebels could have done," but there is little evidence that.
the Confederates would have fared better at their hands.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.

Hayes, New CoUmulo, 162.
Mills, W. W., Forty Years at El Paso, 1858·1898 (1901), 38-39.
Smithwick, Evoluticnt of a State, 343.
Seward to Corwin, June 3, 1861, Present Conditicnt of Mezico, 10.
Hayes, New ColoTado, 162.
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Certainly Baylor's relations with the Indians were not those
of an ally.11
The cause of the Confederate invasion of New Mexico
was the desire to annex the' American Southwest and the
northern states of Mexico. The advantages to be gained by
this acted as subsidiary causes: an immense territory
would be added to the Confederacy, including a long coastline with at least three desirable ports through which. world
commerce could supply the n,ecessities of war and life; control of rich gold and silver mines would insure foreign
credit and enable a navy to be launched which coul.d meet
the Federal forces on' equal terms; as a result European
recogilition would follow; and a few soldiers and many supplies would be found in the captured country. The factors
making for the success of the plan acted as contributing
causes: the military forces in New Mexico were looked upon
as insufficient and inefficient; a majority of the inhabitants
of Arizona were pr~Southern; long efforts at obtaining independent Territorial organization had resulted in failure and dissatisfaction; and possibly the Mexican favored
the South.
.
81,.

Ba~.Ior
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'THE FIRST CIVIL GOVERNOR OF NEW MEXICO
UNDER THE STARS AND STRIPES

By PAUL A.F. WALTER

. 1\T THE request of State Senator A. C. Torres of Socorro,

n. chairman of a committee appointed by the upper house
.of the eleventh legislative assembly, the Museum of New
Mexico provided a name plate for the lif~size portrait of
Governor Charles Bent (painted by Carl Lotave) now in
the senate chamber of the. capitol at Santa Fe, and the
president of the New Mexico Historical Society prepared
a biographical sketch of Governor Bent which was pr~
sented to the senate on the last day of the session, March
11, 1933.
, As.in most instances of the lives of men and women
who .took prominent, part in the making Of the Southwest,
historians and contemporaries fail to give a clear-cut pic'ture of the personality of Charles Bent. We have detailed
description of some of the. events in which he figured bu't
there is l~cking the intimate detail of appearance, habits,
the books he read, his outlook upon life, conversation, selfrevealing personal incidents, which enable the biographer
to present his subject as a flesh and blood person. ,Thus it
is that the chronicler faithfully draws the background arid
the setting, but the hero of the drama is merely a ~hadow
flitting across the stage. So far, there is lacking any col,lection of letterS (of which Bent must have written many)
.and, strange to say, a paucity of personal reference,s in
documents' or of indirect source' material which would
enable the biographer to paint a well-rounded picture of.
so notable a 'historical figure. True, there is a portrait
painted by an unnamed artist, a family heirloom, fi-om
which photographs have been made to illustrate New Mexico histories, and which is the basis for the portrait in the
senate chamber, but it differs in its delineation so vitally
from a really fine picture of his brother William, that there
98
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-is jus~ification for the belief that the unnamed artist failed
to preserve for posterity the features of Charles .Bent.. The
following address brings together some of the historical
'facts which are scattered throughout a number of histories
and publications, and in and of which Bent was a part.
ADDRESS AT THE RE-DEDICATION OF THE PORTRAIT
CHARLES BENT IN THE HALL OF THE STATE SENATE
. AT SANTA FE, MARCH 11, 1933

OF

In New Mexico's Hall of Fame, the ancient Palace of
the Governors at Santa Fe, there is recorded in archives,
periodicals, books, and letters, 'not merely. the story of the
men and women whO'founded and built the commonwealth,
but within its halls lived many in whose names and deeds
all of us take' patriotic pride. No other commonwealth ctm
boast of so glamorous a history, no other buiiding within
the United States has looked down upon so many deeds of
valor and significant events, or housed so many men and
. women of distinction, as this venerable and noble structure
whjch appropriately shelters the priceless colleCtions of the
state Museum and of the Historical Society of New Mexico.
Of martyrs who shed theirblood for the Cross, New MeXico
had more than all the other states of t1:le Union together,
and of heroes who faced death unflinchingly, not only on
battlefield but from ambush and the assassin's fury, it has
a notable host.
The last of the chief executives of New Mexico to be
assassinated was Charles Bent, scholar, soldier, frontiersman, trader, and statesman.
.
For a few brief months in 1846and 1847 he wasgovernor of New Mexico, the climax of an eventful life, and he
exercised sovereignty not yet limited by legislative acts but
derived from unlimited ~i1itary power. New Mexico at
that time included not only the present domain so named,
but what is now Arizona, southern Colorado, and western
Oklahoma and Texas. The boundaries to north and east
were somewhat undetermined but the area included was
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greater than that of the old German Empire. In actuality,
however, the arm of the civil power hardly extended beyond
the valleys of the Rio Grande and the Pecos and their tributaries, within a hundred miles of Santa Fe, and even the
right to this was questioned in the United States congress,
as well as by the courts. Years before, Bent had cast his
lot with the people of New 'Mexico, had established .residence in Santa Fe and Taos, had married the daughter of a
distinguished Taos family and reared his children in the
language .and the ways of the people of whom he had become
.
one and who loved and trusted him.
Charles Bent .was born in Virginia in 1797, the last
year of the administration of George Washington. Sil8l!l
Bent, the father of Charles, was a New Englander, a son of
Massachusetts and of. English ancestry. The elder Bent
was admitted to the practice of law when only twenty years
old, nine years before his son Charles was born. Possessed
of the pioneering spirit, the father went to the newly opened
territory of Ohio, locating near Marietta, and thence moved
to Virginia. There he married. Martha Kerr, said to have
been of German and French ancestry. Although honored
with official. positions· by his neighbors, Silas Bent again
surrendered to the lure of the West and accepted the position of chief deputy surveyor for. what was known as upper
Louisiana, which embraced everything of the Louisiana
Purchase north of the Arkansas and west of the Mississippi.
He made St. Louis his official headquarters in 1804. Three
years later, he became the first judge of the court of common pleas, and in 1808 w:as made auditor of public accounts.
In 1809, he was appointed presiding judge of the St. Louis
court, and from 1813 until the admission of Missouri as a
state, was chief justice of the territory. He continued in
of;ficiallife until his death in 1827.
It is as one of a family of eleven children that Charles
Bent was reared. He was given every educational advantage of the time, finally graduating from West Point Military Academy, but he resigned from the army to engage in
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the Santa Fe trade. As early as 1823, we learn of the Bent
brothers as employed by the American Fur Company in the
Sioux country, and in 1827, as forming a partnership with
Ceran St. Vrain. The year before, Charles,-William, Robert,
. and George Bent had built a stockade on the Arkansas (half
way between the present Canyon City and Pueblo, Colorado), St. Vrain joining them in this enterprise, It was on
the north bank of the river and consisted of long stakes
driven into the ground and roofed over, serving as a trading
post. In 1828, the Bent brothers moved to a point twelve
miles northeast of the present town of Las Animas, Colorado, and began the construction .of a much larger and
stronger fort, but not completing it until four years later.
During that time, it is thought, they lived in tents of skins
like the Indians. The. fort became known as Fort William
or Fort Bent and it was for decades the largest and most
important frontier post ever erected by private enterprise
in the United States. It was built by worIUnenfrom Taos
and measured 180 feet in length and 135 feet in width: The·
material of which it was constructed was adobe, large bricks
being used, in size, shape, and material, reminding one in
certain respects of the Palace of the Governors at Santa Fe.
The fort was built around a patio or placita upon which all
the rooms' opened. The outside walls were four feet thick
and fifteen feet high, being broken only by loop holes for
defense by musketry. There were no doors or windows; entrance being by the staunch gateway at the eastern front.
At the southeast and northwest corners rose hexagonal baso tions or towers, each thirty feet high and having an interior
diameter of ten feet. Cannon were mounted in these tow- .
ers. Over the gateway was a square tower surmounted by a
belfry. In this tower was a bed and a chair. There were
lookouts on all four sides and··watch was kept day and night.
.Mounted on a pivot was an old-fashioned telescope which
commanded a far view of every approach to the fort.
The structure combined the nature of a fortress with
that of a storehouse, trading post, and guest house. At cer-
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tain seasons, the quantity of furs, skins, and pelts stored in;'
it w~s enormous. At all tim~s of the· year, up to its destruction in 1852, it entertained hunters, trappers, traders, ad;.
venturers, and' travelers of all sorts, as well as Indians of various tribes. Here hereditary enemies forgot their enmities,
and met on equal footing in pea.ceful trade or intercourse.
Here the armies under Kearny· and Doniphan had their rendezvous on August 1, 1846, and started' on their historic
march to Las· Vegas, Santa Fe, Chihuahua, and to the
Pacific.
It was upon the completion of the fort tHat Charles
Bent went to Santa. Fe and Taos· where' he married Maria·
Ignacia. ,J:aramillo, sister' of J osefa, the- wife of Kit Carson.
and daughter of Don Francisco· Jaramillo. There Bent
lived. in an adobe house: on the north side of- the' first street:
which 'runs east· and- west· north- of. the' Plaza, the house in.
which fifteen years later. he was·assassinated; Of the brothers of Carlos Bent, John- was a well-known lawyer of St.
Louis; another brother, Silas (named after his father) was.
with Commodore Perry's expedition which opened Japan
to- American trade'. A sister,. Julia, was the wife of Gov-·
ernor L. W. Boggs of Missouri. His brother William remained'associated' in the fur trade and outlived Carlos by'
many years. In 1852, dissatisfied with the terms offered
.him by the United States government, he burned the com- .
bustible portion' of Fort Bent 'and blew up the walls with·
gun powder.
Upon being appoirited civil governor under the military
. regime, Carlos Bent took up his residence in the Palace of
the Governors at Santa Fe. Although New Mexico was occupied by the invading- American army, it had not yet been
ceded to the United States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, a.nd the sudden change ih laws and their administration was not accepted by the people without opposition. The
new officers, appointed. on the same day that the Kearny
Code was promulgated as the new law of the land, faced a
difficult situation. Only three days after their appoint..·
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ment, General Kearny left Santa Fe on his memorable conquest of California, and a. month later, Colonel Doniphan
departed with a large part of the troops on his even more
remarkable march to Brazito, Sacramento, Chihuahua, and'
Saltillo.
Governor Bent acted with tact, prudence, and cordiality. The Palace of the Governors was. again made the social
center of the vast" domain over which he exercised authoritY; There were official receptions, dances, and plays. The
old' reception room and· the salon in back of it were frequently scenes of gay hospitality. The soldiers organized a
dramatic' society which gave the plays of "Pizarro" and
"Bombastes' Furioso." The night after Christmas; G6v- .
. e~or Bent was host at a baile in: which the leading fam~lies
of'the commonwealth were guests.
Contrary to current belief, the people o{ New Mexico'
did not submit meekly to the invaders. They resisted·
bravely with the weak means and resources at their command. There were bloody chLsheswith the new authorities,.
ahd in many ways it is as thrilling a story. as is recorded'
anywhere in American annals. Writes one historian:
Affairs in' Santa Fe, under Charles Bent as civil governor, and Sterling Price as militarY governor, were peace- .
ful; but rumors of plans for a revolt existed prior to December, 1846.' Complaints against volunteers in Santa: Fe
were common. They disliked the country, its p~ple and the
inactivity of their military life. Ruxton, an English· traveler, stated that the crowds of dirty, rowdy, drunken vol..
unteers filled the streets. There were those who believed
that the conspiracies for the overthrow of the control estab-'
lished by the United States were in a large part due to the
insolence of the soldiers. The Battle of Brazito ended the
hope among some of the leading New Mexicans of assistance
from the south. The placing of detachments of soldiers at
Albuquerque, Cebolleta, on the Navajo frontier, and at
Mora, was the beginning of the system of military posts established by the United States. This was done for the protection of the Rio Grande population from the nomadic Indians, and for the protection of the traders and emigrants..

o
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. . . In E>ecember; a plot for the expulsion ·of the United.
States was planned by some of the Mexican leaders who
had opposed Manuel Armijo's policy of surrender. The
plan as originally formulated provided for an attack upon
Santa Fe on December 19, but the date was postponed until
midnight of December 24. The Santa Fe force was to be
gathered in· the parish church and people from the surrounding country were to be lodged in the houses of those
favorable to the uprising. At a meeting held on December
15, at the home of Tomas Ortiz, he was chosen ,governor,
and Diego Archuleta, chief military officer. Among those
who were suspected of being connected with the conspiracy
were: Miguel !:,ino, Nicolas Pino, Juan Felipe Ortiz, Antonio Jose Martinez, Father Leyba, Antonio Ortiz, Facundo
Pino, Jose Maria Sanchez, Santiago Martinez, Pascual Martinez, Antonio Trujillo, and Agustin Duran. Governor
Bent reported that he received information concerning the
plot on December 17, that seven of the minor leaders had
been· made prisoners, that Tomas Ortiz and Diego Archuleta were being pursued, and that the revolt was limited to
the four northern counties, that is, Santa Fe, San Miguel,
Taos, and. Rio Arriba. The news of the plot had been
brought to Governor Bent by the secretary of the civil government, DonaCiano Vigil. The evidence of the plans was
so slight that no convictions were secured and no one was
punished for the plot.
It was about this time that Jose FranGisco· Perea returned to Santa Fe and has left us the following interesting
account of existing conditions as he found them:
While the Plaza and surroundings, to a considerable
degree, appeared as I had seen them during the winter of
the years 1837 and 1838, there had been some changes
worthy of being mentioned ... The most noticeable change
to me was the appearance of so many soldiers wearing
United States uniforms, and well-dresS€d officers displaying
stripes, epaulets, and shoulder straps on their clothing, and
swords and other side~arms pending from their belts, insignia indicative of their several degrees of rank. Many of
these were mounted upon gaily caparisoned horses, the animals meanwhile seeming to vie with their riders for their
rightful share of the pageantry...
The buildings around the Plaza and throughout· the
remaining parts of the capital city, appeared pretty much
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as they were in the year 1837, nine years before, when I
made my first visit there in company with my parents. The
custom of using the public square as a camping-place and
. stock corral, had, to a large extent, been abandoned. A
number of cottonwood trees had been planted along the
outer edge of the sidewalks and these were being nourished
from a small stream of water that was being brought from
the Santa Fe river. These few changes for the better, I
learned, were brought about largely through the civic endeavors of the late Colonel Manuel Chavez and Secretary
DonacianoVigil, the fatter haviIig been instrumental in the
promotion of some other valuable improvements in the
cleaning and beautifying of some of the streets.. The church
on the south side of the Plaza, known as La Castrense, and
sometimes called La Yglesia de los Sbldados (Military
Church) had been abandoned and was then fast falling into
ruins, a part of the roof already having fallen in; however
one of ,the two marble slabs, on which was beautifully
carved a representation of Nuestra Senora de la Luz (our'
Lady of Light), was still iIi. place, the other slab on' which
was represented, equally as beautiful, Santa Gertrudes
wrapped. in ,the. coils of a large serpent, had disappeared.
Some of the interior ornaments were still intact, but many
of them, being exposed to the corroding influences of the ele. ments, were rapidly going to decay. The private chapel
on the, west side, known in the year 1837 as La Capilla de
Don Juan Vigil, had been discontinued as a house of worship. Many people were then worshiping in La Yglesia de
la Paroquia, where is now the cathedral and the bishop's
palace.
"
The garita still remained iIi just about the same con:"
dition it was when I had seen it ,last in the spring of the
year 1838; in fact it was beginning to show some signs of
decaY,but not to that degree of the Military Church. The
summary execution of four malcontents, leaders in the
Chimayo Rebellion of the year before, following the peremptory order of General Armijo, had so terrified all wouldbe revolutionists, and some others that might be criI:ninally
inclined in other directions,as to put the garita almost, if
not entirely, out of use as a place where human lives were to
be taken. It could still be used. as an armory and watch
tower, but it had lost its potency as a place of execution for
criminals. After the arrival of General Kearny's army;
no further use of the antiquated building was attempted.
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Previous to the' American Occupation many Santa.
Feans had depended largely upon the incom,ing of the annual caravans,from the States, bearing their consigmnents
of merchandise, to flush up the lagging stagpation that had
followed those of, the previous year; for,. very soon after the,
arrival of these trains, duties must be paid to the customs
officials, teamsters were to be paid, and the merchandise,
sold to the retail dealers. For a, time, therefore, ready
money was quite plentif~lly distributed; ,Now the custom
house had beertclosed forever; notwithstanding, money;·
was very plentifill in the capital city 'when we were thelie.'
A paymaster had'but, recently arrived" having 'come over,
the Santa, Fe Trail iIi company with a small detachment··or
volunteers, and had paid the garrison, it being probably
the first ,payment' since 'their enlistment, as the men were
volunteers quite recently recruited and mustered in~ service from their homes in. Missouri. Large sums ,of money
were. also. paid for labor and material.used· in, the construction of: Fort· Marcy, wmchwas tlien being. built; and other
large sums were being. paid for naY" and grain delivered to
the quarterm~ter, fortlie.many horses and-mules employed
I:>y the armY; and'still other sums were being· paid for meat,
flour" and' other 'supplies furnished the commissary for the
~se .of the garrison stationed there. Money was' then, perhaps, more plentifully distributed in and about· Santa Fe,
than at any other time in its long history. Every man
that wi~hed to·be employed had some sort of occupation; for.
which he was being regularly paid. The possession of more
or les~ money by so many seemed to have promoted a passion for gambling ; a sort of maniacal desire to obtain something ,of value, by some kind of game of chance, and without
,yielding' its equivalent in return. And· for this, reason
saloons, gambling dens, and dance "halls remained open day
and night, seven days in the week.' The rattling of the roul-'
ette wheels, the clinking of the red, white and blue "chips"
used for counting in the various games of chance;: the
prompter'& sonorous "calls", all poured their commingled
sounds. into one's ears' continually. A large section of pandemonium seemed to have been but recently planted there,
and was not la.cking in the company of those devoted to its
promotion~ , There was then no restraining power whereby
these monster evils might he even partially checked and, '
shorn. of their. blighting influences· on society.
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I have stated that all seemed to be employed in one way
or another, and that money was being plentifully circulated
among the people; and, judging from appearances, all
seemed to be satisfied with the condition then existing since
the "American Occupation." It appeared that no one in
authority had taken the precaution of inquiring whether
there might not be some sparks of discontent lodged in the
breasts of some of the leading men of the capital city, and
,probably in some others residing in' other parts of the Territory; and, if there were such evidences of discontent,
might not these smouldering embers be easily fanned ~nto a
violent flame, provided· t~e civil a~d military authorities
both still continued their inactivity in that direction. However, near the e~d of the year vague rumors began to be
circulated about the capital, that an uprising against the
garrison was probably then in contemplation. These reports were immediately carried ,to the proper officials, who
promptly ordered an investigation, the conclusion of which
revealed the truth of the reports and also the names of several. prominent individuals ,connected with the rebelUon,
one of whom aspired to be a military leader, while ano.ther
expected to be appointed governor of the Territory. ,These
leaders, on finding ·their treachery had been revealed, immediately fled to Mexico. '
James Josiah Webb gives us an interesting word picture,
of conditions in Santa Fe just priorto the American occUpa~
tion, ~t the same time, referring to Charles Bent and his
business relations:
.My first arrival in Santa: Fe was in October afte,r a
journey of seventy days, which at that time was not considereda specially long trip: My first impressions I can but
imperfectly describe after the lapse of so long a time, but I ,
well remember that there was nothing to induce me to en~
tertain a desire to become a resident or' to continue in the
trade except as an adventurer and the possible advantages
the trade, might afford of bettering my fortune. The people
were nearly all in extreme poverty, and there were absolutely none who could be classed as wealthy except by comparison. The Pinos and Ortizes were considered the Ric08,
and those most respected as leaders in society and political
influence; but idleness, gambling, and the Indians have
made such inroads upon their means and influence that
there was but little left except the reputation of honorable
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descent from a wealthy and distinguished ancestry. The
houses were nearly all old and dilapidated, the streets narrow and filthy, and the people when in best attire, not half
dressed. And even those .who could occasionally afford a
new and expensive dress, would make it up in such a way
that it would appear extravagantly ridiculous.
There were but a very few houses north of the Palace
on the street now ·called Palace avenue. Don Agustin
Duran, Don Felix Garcia, Don Antonio Sena y Baca, and
James Conklin and one or two others lived not far from
where the Presbyterian Church now stands and had quite
grand houses for the time; and some of them· had two or
three acres cultivated in co'rn, beans and red peppers, and
a few apricot trees, the only fruit then raised in the town.
There were three residences on' Palace avenue; extending
from the cOl'ner of Washington street towards the Citmaga,
in one of which we quartered ·for a few days, when we first
arrived,· and where I afterwards lived a year with my
family, owned by Don Juan Sena. The northeast corner of
the plaza was the government warehouse to store our goods
while being examined' by· the custom-house officers. From
thence south was nearly all government .offices, except the
southeast corner, which was a store occupied by Don Juan
Sena as agent of Don Jose Chavez. This was the second
best store in town, and floored with plank-the only plank
floor in New Mexico, except a store in Taos, and I think,
perhaps Mr. Simeon Turley, at Turley's Mill, had one or
two rooms floored with plank. On the southeast corner was
the residen~e of one of the Pinos and only one or two stores,
till you came to the corner of the street leading to Rio Chi. quito, where there was a store about fifteen feet square
which was rented and occupied by Messrs. Leitensdorfer
and Company, with several,' back rooms for storage and
housekeeping.
'
There was an old church about the center of the block
,
on the south side of the plaza which had not been occupied
as a place of worship for many years, and after the organization of the Territorial government, it was opened by the
authorities and fitted up for a courthouse. When it was
nearly finished and ready for occupancy, the claim was set
up that it was Church property, and it was a sacrilege to
devote it to such·a purpose.
And with due regard for the delicacy of their feelings,
and in obediance to the demands of Bishop Lamy the plan
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was abandoned, and the property turned over to the Church.
It was shortly after sold to Don Simon Delgado and fitted up
for a store, where he kept an assorted stock of dry goods,
groceries, and liquors, and disposed of them for cash, as he
found customers among the poor or needy. I presume the
bones rest in peace and quiet, as the transfer was made to
the Church for a valuable consideration instead of being
appropriated by the government and devoted to secular .
uses.
.
The West side of the plaza was nearly all residences.
Near the center was the post-office, where a mail sometimes
arrived from the south, and also the estangillo where the
government sold a limited amount of cigars and tobacco.
There were but few houses on the lorna south of the river.
The principal one was owned and occupied by '.'Old Taosenian"; and he used to give a fandango once or more a week,
according to the number of strangers visiting the city and
the demand for amusement.
.
A Mexican Fandango in those days was a curiosity.
The Sala, or dancing hall, was from twenty to thirty feet
long, and fifteen to eighteen feet wide, with sometimes
benches on the sides and packed full, only leaving sufficient
space through the center for the couples to waltz through,
up and down. When the dance began, the men would place
themselves in line on one side, and when the line was complete, the women would begin to rise and take 'their posi..;
tions opposite. the men, almost always in regular order without manifesting any choice of partners; and when the numbers were equal, the music would strike up and the dance
proceed.. On one occasion I saw at a ball given by Governor
Armijo an old man of 80 or over dal1cing with' a child not
over 8 or 10. They do literally dance fr.om the cradle to
the grave and I have never seen anything lascivious or want
of decorum .and self-respect to any woman in a fandango.
I have known of disorders and serious brawls in. fandangos,
but it was almost invariably where Americans and whiskey
.
were found in profusion.
The day after our arrival the ox teams of nearly all the
train were sold to Mr. Bonney, who followed us in from the
crossing of Mora river for the purpoSe of buying or .taking
them to the prairie to herd. Several of us preferred to sell
rather than take the risk! of having them herded. through
the winter. We sold our oxen for seven dollars yoke, and

a
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,Mr. Scolly· loaned Bonney the money to pay for mo~t of
them.
.
After about a week we were permitted to withdraw our
goods from the customhouse but were not permitted to
sell at retail. The change of administration and the appre-'
hension of the Mexicans that there would be a demand for,
forced loans, impaired confidence to such an extent that
those able to buy and willing to do so ordinarily chose rather
to plead poverty, and would only buy in limited quantities
and on credit for fear of exciting the cupidity of the new
governor. We' were consequently compelled to store our
goods and wait for something to turn up.
A look at the resources of the country was not encouraging. The only products beyond the imllJ.ediate needs of
the people, were wool, a few furs, a v~ry few deerskins, and
the products of the gold mines, which did not amount to
more than $200,000 a year when in bonanza, and very seldom to anything near that amount. ' Another resource of
the .country was from the proceeds of sheep driven to the
low country in large flocks (amounting to from 50,000 to
100,000; a year), the proceeds from which would be in the
hands of a very few of the "ricos".
The system of peonage"or voluntary servitude, was a
fixed institution. The wages of the laborers was only' from
three to six dollars a month, and a ration to the laborer only.
From this he would have to support his family and pay the
dues to .the priest for marrying, baptizing, and burial of
seven dollars and upwar-ds, according to the ability and ,ambition .of the individual desiring the services. As a consequence the poor were extremely so, and without .hope of
bettering .their condition...
The Americans were all (with the exception ofWethered and Caldwell, who had got a corner on the Santa Fe
trade) much, disappointed in the expectation of realizing
large profits. They had expected an unusually good trade,
as the Mexi~ans had been deterred fronigoing to "the
States" for goods by apprehensions of privateers from'
Texas preying upon the, "commerce of the prairies" under
the plea of war between the two nations; and also by the
apprehensions of robbers from the frontier, as the proprietor of. one train had been murdered and the train robbed
by Dr. Prefontaine and his. gang from Westport, Missouri,
the year previous. But the order prohibiting retailing in
Santa 'Fe, and the losses
teams and consequent delay'
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largely increased the expenses of the Chihuahua traders
and left but a small margin of profits. I think the traders
'had some hand in deterring the Mexicans' from going in for
goods by exaggerating the danger and reporting rumors of
a large expedition from Texas being organized for the pur'pose of making a raid upon the prairies and taking every
Mexican train that should attempt to cross the plains that
year. I am led to this belief by the knowledge of s,uch a
'report being started at a meeting of the traders at the
rooms of Leitensdorfer and: Company' after the arrival of
Speyer and Connelly with their trains. Their house'was the
headquarters for' all American traders for social and business conversation, and for plans for promoting their general interests.
Mr. Charles Bent arrived from the fort about this time
and reported that Colonel Warfield had been there that fall
and assured him that there would be a large body of Texas
rangers on the plains, and that all trains which could be
identified with Mexican interests by any evidence real or
presumptive would be taken,' regardless of any claims of
,proprietorship:; and as Leitensdorfer was a long time resident of the country and from his intimate and confidential
relations with the Mexicans, it would be very risky even
for him to, bring put a limited amount, as it :was known
that his means were limited, ~:nd if he should attempt, to
bring more than five or six wagons, it would be considered
as sufficient evidence that he was allowing the use of his
name to cover ,Mexican interests.
Governor Bent" in addition, to' the manifold duties as
the first civil governor of New Mexico under military occupation, 3.Iso had the job of looking' after Indian welf~re.
He made the following report on conditions as he found
them:
Sir:. Having been appointed by Brigadier General Kearny
governor of· the Territory of New Mexico, and by virtue
of that appointment ex officio superintendent of Indian affairs for'said Territory, it becomes my duty to lay befor~
you the following information in regard to the different
tribes of Indians inhabiting and frequenting this ,Territory: '

First. I will mention the Apaches or Jicarillas, a band of
about 100 lodges, or 500 souls. The Jicarillas have no per-

112 THE NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL' REVIEW
. manent residence, but roam through the northern settlements of New Mexico. They are an indolent and cowardly
people, living principally by thefts committed on the Mexicans, there being but little game in the country through
which they range, and their fear of other Indians not permitting them to venture on the plains for buffalo. Their
only attempt at manufacture is a species of potter's ware,
capable of tolerable resistance to fire, and much used by
them and the Mexicans for culinary purposes. This they
barter with the Mexicans for the necessaries of life, but in
such small quantities as scarcely to deserve. the name of
traffic. The predatory habits of these Indians render them
a great annoyapce to the. New Mexicans.

Second. The Apaches proper, who range through the
southern portion of this Territory through the country of
the Rio del Norte, and its tributaries, and westward about
.the headwaters of.the river Gila, are a warlike people, numbering about 900 lodges and from 5,000 to 6,000 souls; know
nothing of agriculture or manufactures of any description,
but live almost entirely by plundering the Mexican settlements. For many years past they have been in the habit of
committing constant depredations upon the lives and property of the inhabitants of this and the adjoining provinces,
from which they have carried off an incredible amount of
stock of all kinds. The only article of food that grows in
their general range is themaguey plant, and, that sponta.neously and in very small quantipies. Several bands of the
Apaches have for some years past received' a bounty of so'
. much per head per diem from the government of the .State
of Chihuahua, with the object of inducing the Indians to,
~ease their depredations, but without having the desired.
effE;!ct.
Third. The Navajoes are an industrious, intelligent, and
warlike tribe of Indians who cultivate the soil and raise sufficient grain and fruits of various kinds for their own.consumption. They are the owners of large flocks and herds
of cattle, sheep, .horses, mules and asses. It is estimated
that the tribe possesses 30,000 head of horned cattle, 500,000 head of horses, mules, and asses, it not being a rare instance for one individual to possess 5,000 to 10,000 sheep,
and 400 to 500 head of other stock. Their horses and sheep
are said to be greatly superior to those raised by the New
Mexicans~ A large portion of their stock has been acquired
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by marauding expeditions against the settlements' of this
territory. They manufacture excellent coarse blankets and
coarse w'oolen goods for wearing apparel. They have no '
permanent villages or places of residence, but roam over the
country between the river San Juan on the north and the
waters of the Gila on the south. The country between these
two rivers is about 150 miles wide, consisting of high table
mountains, difficult of access, and affording them as yet'
effectual protection llagainst their enemies. Water is scarce
and difficult, to, be found by those not acquainted with the
country, affording another natural safeguard against invasion. Their numbers are variously estimated from 1,000 to
2,000·families or from 7,000 to 14,000 souls. The Navajoes,
so far as I am informed, 'are the only Indians on the conti, nent having intercourse with white men, that are increasing
in numbers. They have in their possession many prisoners,
men, women, and children taken from the settlements of
this Territory, whom they hold and treat as slaves,
Fourth. The Moques are neighbors of the Navajoes" and
live in permanent villages, cultivate grain and fruits, and
raise all the varieties of stock. They were formerly a very
numerous people; the possessors of large flocks and herds,
but have been reduced in numbers and, possessions by their
more warlike neighbors. and enemies, the Navajoes. The
Moques are an intelligent and industrious people; their
manufactures are the same as those of the Navajoes. They
number about 350 families or about 2,450 souls.
Fifth. The Utahs inhabit the country north of the Navajoes, and west of the northern settlements of this Territory.
They number 800 lodges, and about 4,000 to 5,000 souls.
Their range extenas from the Navajo country, in about
latitude 35 to 40 north. Their range of country is very
mountainous and broken, 'abounding in deer, elk, bear and
other wild game which serve them' for food and raiment.
They are a hardy, warlike people, subsisting by the chase.
Several bands of them have been carrying on a predatory
war with the New Mexicans for the last two years, and have
killed and taken prisoners many of the people, 'and driven
off large amounts of stock. Since General Kearny's arrival,
these Indians have sued for peace and measures are now
taking to effect a permanent treaty.
Sixth. The Cheyennes and Arapahoes range through the
country of the Arkansas and its trihutaries, to the north of
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this Territory. They live almost entirely on the buffalo;
and carry on a considerable trade with the Americans and,
MexiCans in buffalo robes for which they obtain all the
necessaries not derived from the buffalo. They are a Toving
people, and have for many years been on friendly terms
with the New Mexicans. The Arapahoes number about
400 lodges, or 2,000 souls, the Cheyennes 300 lodges, or
1,500 souls.
t)
,
Seventh. The Comanches range east of, the mountains of
New Mexico-a numerous and warlike people, subsisting
entirely by the chase. ' The different bands number' in all
about 2,500 lodges, or 12,000 souls. They have been at
peace for many years with the New Mexicans, but have carried on an incessant and destructive war with the States of
Chihuahua, Durango, and Coahuila, from which they have
carried off and still hold as slaves a large number of women
and children, and immense perds of horses, mules, and
asses.
Eighth. The Cayugas' range through a part of the same
country and are similar in habits and customs, and are considered, a more brave people than the Comanches. They
number about 400 lodges, or 2,000 souls.
You will perceive by the above statement that with New
Mexico nearly 40,000 Indians ,will fall under the immediate
superintendence of the United States government, and it
becomes a subject of serious import how these numerous
and savage tribes are to be controlled and managed.
'
As it becomes my duty, by virtue of my office, tolay before
you all the information I possess in regard to these tribes
of Indians, I will also venture to make a few suggestions for
your consid~ration.
,'
,
Agents and sub-agents are absolutely necessary for the
regulation and control of the various tribes of Indi~ns above
named.
A very desirable, effect might be produced upon these Indiansby sending a delegation from each tribe to Washing-:ton. They have no idea at this time of the power of the
United States, and have been so long in the habit of waging
war and committing depredations against the Mexicans
with impunity, that they still show a disposition to continue
the same kind of warfare, now that the Territory is in possession of the United States. I am convinced that a visit
1.

Possibly a misprint for Cayguas. The Kiowas are meant.
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to our capital by some of the principal men of each of these
nations would secure future peace and quiet to the inhabitants of this T e r r i t o r y . ,
I would also suggest the propriety of sending with this
delegation of uncivilized lnd,ians a delegation from the
Pueblos, or civilized Indians, who are by law citizens of this
Territory and of the United States. They compose a very
, considerable' portion of the population of New Mexico,' and
if excited so to do might cause a gOOd deal of difficulty. A
small expenditure by the government in this manner now;
might be the means of avoiding bloodshed hereafter.
.
You are doubtless aware that presents of goods are indispensable in all friendly communications with Indians. I
would respectfully suggest the necessity of goods of that
kind, or the means wherewith ~ purchase them; being
placed at the disposal of the superintendent of Indian. affairs for this Territory.
.
,
" .
I deem it highly necessary to establish stockade forts in the
Utah and Navajo countries, with sufficient troops to keep
these Indians in check, and from continuing their long-accustomed inroads in this Territory. One should also be established at some suitable. point on the Arkansas river, for
the purpose of protecting travellers between this Territpry
and Missouri and the settlements that may be. extended in
that direction from the Indians of that vicinity~ Another:
establishment of the kind will be required in the southern
part of this territory, to serve as a safeguard against both
the Apaches and Mexicans on the frontiers of the adjoining'
Mexican'States, who, it may be confidently expected will ,
continue.to make inroads on this Territory from that quarter for many years to come.
'
I neglected to mention, in the proper place, that ColonelA.
W. Doniphan received orders from General Kearny, before
leaving the territory for· California, to march his regiment
against the Navajoes. Overtures of peace had been made
to them without effect--they have continued their depreda:tions up to this time. General Kearny, after leaving Santa
Fe, wrote to me, advisi,ng that full permission should be
given to the citizens of New Mexico to march in independent
companies against these Indians for the purpose of making
reprisals and for the recovery of .property and prisoners,
Colonel Doniphan left here a few days ago with his command for the Navajo country, and I feel confident that.with
the aid of the auxiliary war parties, he will soon compel the
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nation to sue for peace and to make restitution of property
and prisoners taken since the entrance of the American
forces on the 18th August last. The existing laws of the
United States regulating trade and intercourse with the Indians are doubtless amply sufficient as applied to the In.,
dians referred to in this communication; and, at your earliest convenience, I earnestly solicit your full and particular
instructions in reference to the application of these laws in
the regulation of the various Indian tribes above mentioned.
By so doing you will greatly oblige your truly obedient
servant.-CHARLES BENT,
After the departure of General Kearny on his march to
California and of Colonel Doniphan for the Battle of Brazito, Colonel Sterling Price, left in command at Santa Fe,
further depleted the garrison by dispatching Major Gilpin
~nd two hundred men to the Navajo country by way of
Abiquiu, across the Continental Divide, down the San Juan
to the Little Colorado. Captain John W. Reid with only
thirty men, made a brilliant dash into the heart of the
Navajo region. After a campaign of only six weeks, the
Navajo chiefs at Bear Spring agreed to a treaty of peace.
Sarcillo Largo, a young chief, expressed gratification but
is quoted as saying:
- '
'Americans! You have a strange case of war against the
Navajos. We have' waged war against the Mexicans for
many years. We have'plundered their villages, killed many
of their people and have taken many prisoners; Our cause
was just.' You have lately commenced war against the
same people. You are powerfuL You have great guns and
many brave soldiers. You have therefore conquered them,
the: very thirig we have been attempting to do for many
years. You now turn upon us for attempting to do what
you have done yourselves. We cannot see why you have
cause to quarrel with us for fighting the Mexicans on the
west, while you do the same thing on the east. Look how
matters stand! This is our war. We have more right to
complain of you for interfering in our war than you have to
quarrel with lis for continuing a war we had begun long
before you got here. If you will act justly you will allow
'
us to settle our, own differences.
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In any event, the Navajos were not finally subdued
untii Kit Carson, brother-in-law of Charles Bent, almost
two decades. later, during another great war, that of the
North with the South, inflicted stinging defeat and exiled
them to the Bosque Redondo Reservation.
Governor Bent, prior to the American Occupation, had
acquired extensive landed interests, being the owner of one';'
sixteenth of the Beaubien and Miranda( later the Maxwell)
grant, one-sixteenth of the Las Animas grant, and a fractional interest in the Sangre de Cristo grant. At the outbreak of the war with the United States, he·was takenprisoner, while going home from his place of business in Santa
Fe and a heavy ransom was demanded for his release. To
avoid deportation to Mexico with which he was threatened;
he sent a messenger to his wife at Taos. She dug fr9m
under the adobe floors of the Bent house, gold to the value of
seven thousand dollars and sent it to Governor Manuel
Armijo at Santa Fe who thereupon released. Bent. This
would indicate that Bent had not only become possessed of
lands, merchandise, and business concessions, but that he
also commanded considerable wealth in ready cash. That
this made him the object of envy, is certain, although on the
other hand, he possessed considerable popularity among the
Mexican as well as the American population, among the
civil officials as well as the military invaders. . He had
studied medicine and was often called upon to attend those
who were ill although he never practiced for pay. At one
time, he performed an operation which 1,lstounded surgeons
.who heard of it. He removed a portion of the intestines of
a sick, native woman; cleansed the interior walls of the abdomen, replaced the remaining intestines and sewed up the
incision. The woman recovered.
While the plotters against the new government at
Santa Fe had been foiled, mainly through the loyalty and
watchfulness of the secretary of the territory, Donaciano
Vigil, the only official who had been. retained by the Amer:"
icans from the Armijo regime, there is no doubt that Padre
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Antonio Jose Martinezap.d Padre Lucero continued to appeal to t}1e patr!otism of the Mexican people and their leaders. That Govern()r Bent had an inkling of this is apparent from the following proclamation, which he issued at
Santa Fe on Jan\lary 8, 1847, the week before he left for
Taos to get his family so that they could live with him in
the Palace ot the Governors at the Capital:
Citizens: A combination of extraordinary ideas rush'
to my mind to furnish me material wherewith to address
you for the first time.' I shall not make use of eloquent or
sublime language in order to make myself understood: truth
is self-convincing
-not
aid.of rhetoric to set,
.,.and needs.
.the
•
, In the year 1829 I came for the,first time to this country. Since I became acquainted with it, your frank and simple character has won my sympathy' which with time, has
been so deeply rooted that I can never part from it, and I
therefore cast my fortune with your own. I' am a New
Mexican by, adoption and to this, soil are linked all my
possessions, and more so today that it has -,been annexed to
my native country, the United States of America, which is
the cradle of liberty and of which you are a component part.
General S. W. Kearny took military possession of this
Territory with unbounded pleasure on the 18th day of August of last year, because without using force, and without
sorrow and no shedding of tears,' you recognized the republican government to which you belong today. You are now
governed by new statutory laws and you also have the free
government which he promised you in his proclamation.
Do not abuse the great liberty which is vouchsafed you by it,
so you may gather the abundant fruits which await you in
the future. -These who are blindly opposed, as well as those
whose vices have made them notorious, and the ambitious
persons who aspire to the best offices, also those persons who
dream that mankind should bow to their whims, having'
become satisfied that they cannot find employment in the
offices which are usually given to men of probity and honesty, exasperated, have come forth as leaders' of a revolution against the present government. They held a meeting
,ili this capital about the middle of last month which was
also attended by some foolish and imprudent men who were
~fu~.

2.

~omaB

Ortiz and the old revolutionist Diego Archuleta.
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urged to follow the standard of rebellion. Their treason
was discovered in time and smothered at its birth. . Now
they are wandering about and hiding from the people, but
their doctrines are scattered broadcast. among the people .
thereby causing uneasiness and they still. hold to their
. ruinous plans.
,
The organic law and the statutes are· the foundations
upon which these anarchists lean. They say that tax on
land is the' aim of the present government; that it wants to
impose the first and to deprive you of tl:J,e latter. It is an
infamous lie.
Examine the laws from beginning to end and you will
not find a single page to prove such falsehood. It is true
that the laws impose taxes, but only on commerce· and distilleries, where liquor' is distilled from corn and wheat,
but not upon the people. An office has also been created for
the purpose of recording the titles to the lands but this is in
order to further protect your titles to your property, and
not for the purpose of depriving you of the same as it has
been falsely asserted by evil-minded persons. There is still
another pretext with which they want to alarm you, and
that is the falsehood that troops are coming from the interior in order to reconquer this country. What help could
the department of Chihuahua, which is torn by factions and
reduced to insignificance afford you? Certainly none..
Colonel Doniphan, who is now advancing on the town
of EI Paso, with his regiment, was attacked by a superior
force at Rrazito, but he dispersed the enemy in a few moments with the loss of thirty men. Listen, my friends, with
what flirpsy pretexts the turbulent element wants to deceive
you. I.urge you to turn a deaf ear to such false doctrines
and to remain quiet, attending to your domestic .affairs, so
that you may enjoy under the law, all the blessings of peace,
and by rallying around the government call attention to the
improvements which you deem material to the advancement
of the country and that 'by doing so you may enjoy all the
prosperity which your best friend wishes you. CARLOS
BENT. Santa Fe, January 8, 1847.
Bent left Santa Fe on January 14, 1847, without military escort, but accompanying him were Sheriff Stephen
Lee; District Attorney J. W. Leal; Prefect and Proba:te
Judge Cornelio Vigil, uncle of Mrs. Bent; Narciso Beaubeiil,
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son of Judge Beaubien; and Pablo Jaramillo, brother of
Mrs. Bent. Upon his arrival in Taos on January 18, the
governor was urged by friends to leave immediately with
his family. "Why should they want to kill me or myfamily?" he asked. "Have I not been their friend? Have I
not supplied them with medicine when they were ill, with
fol?d when they were hungry, with clothing when they
needed it? Have no fear for me, I will leave for Santa" Fe
with my family in my own good time."
During the night, a bitter cold one, with snow on the
ground, insurrectionists from nearby plazas joined with
those in Taos under the leadership of Pablo :M:ontoya. The
Indians from the pueblo, with Tomasito Romero at their
head, stealthily drifted into Taos~ Before daylight the dis':
charge of firearms aroused the peacefulIy sleeping people,
who, scantily clad, fled from, their houses in the darkness.
When day dawned they rallied and prepared for defense.
In the meanwhile, Tomasitohad pounded upon the door
of Governor Bent's home. Bent without opening the door,
asked: "What do you want ?"
"We want your head," shouted Tomasito.
"I will give you all the money you want," temporized
Bent. His ten year old son Alfredo had by that time taken
a place beside his father.
"We do not want money" we want your head r' shouted
.
Tomasito.
"Papa, let us fight like men:' the boy is reported to
have said, when there was a fusilade; several of the bulIets
piercing the door. One struck Bent in the chin, another in·
the stomach. The door was then broken down and the
prostrate man was showered with arrows, three of which
he drew from his face. As the insurr~ctionists were slashing his wrists and hands with their knives and axes, Buenaventura Lobato, one of the leaders, came upon the bloody
scene: "I did not tell you to kill him, but only to make him
prisoner." But it was too late and 'Governor Bent was
scalped while still alive. The wife of Bent, with Mrs. Kit
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Ca~~n and Mrs. Thomas Boggs who were in the 'house,
frantically dug a hole through an adobe wall with an iron
spoon and made their way into an adjoining house. Pursued, Mrs. Carson and Mrs. Boggs fell on their knees and
begged that their lives and those ,of Mrs. Bent and children
be spared. 'The insurrectionists relented and the group of
women and children found refuge in the house of Mrs.
Juana Catalina Valdez de Lobato, where they rem~ined for
fifteen days until the, arrival of troops from SanUi Fe.
Pablo Jaramillo, Mrs. Bent's brother, and Narciso
Beaubien, the talented son of Judge Beaubien, a graduate of
Cape Girardeau, Mo., College, one of the most highly edu'"
cated and promising young men of New Mexico, buried
themselves under some straw at the .rear of the Bent house.
They were discovered by a Mexican woman, their bodies
lanced through and. through, and the house set on fire.
Among the slain were Sheriff Louis Lee, Probate Judge and
, Prefect Cornelio Vigil" and Attorney J. W. Leal, who was
dragged through the streets after being scalped and who'
suffered acutely for' hours, imploring his torturers to kill
him. A Mexican finally shot him to death. Stephen Lee~ a
brother of Louis Lee, although shot.in the heel, and reported
'slain, walked all the way from Taos to Santa Fe after the
massacre.
, Let us listen to Mrs. Aloys Scheurich, a daughter of
Governor Bent, an eye-witness of the Taos massacre, who
later lived at Clovis with her son and was well known to
old-timers. She says:

It was early in the morning and we were aU in bed. We.
were awakened by the noise of many people crowding into
the placita. My father was home from Santa Fe on a short
visit and had refused military escort. The night before he
was warned of danger and urged to flee but though there
were several horses in the corral, he d,eclined. He had always treated everyone fairly and honestly and he felt that
all were fi-iends. He could not believe they would turn
against him. Hearing the noise he went to the door: to pacify the mob yelling outside. In the adjoining room my
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mother, Mrs. Carson and Mrs. Boggs who were with us, and
we children, were trembling with. fear. All except my
brother Alfredo. He had been reared on the frontier and
he took dO'Yn the gun and going to my father's side said:
"Papa; let us fight them!" While my father was parleying·
with the mob, Mrs. Carson and Mrs. Boggs, aided by an
Indian woman who was a slave, dug a hole through the
adobe wall which separatedotir house from the next. They
did it with a poker and an old iron spoon. We children were
first pushed through the hole, then the women crawled after
us. . My mother kept calling to my father to come also but
for quite a.while he woul,d not. When he did try to escape
he was already wounded and had been scalped; He crawled
through the hole holdirighis bleeding head. It was too late.
Some of the men came after him· through the hole and
others· caine over the roof of the house and down into the
yard. They broke down the doors and rushed upon my
father. He was shot many times and fell dead at our feet.
The pleading sobs of my mother and the children had no
power to soften the enraged 'Indians and Mexicans. At
first they were going to take the rest of us away as prisoners but finally decided to let us be where we were. They
ordered that no one should feed us and' then left us alone
with our great sorrow. We were without food and had no
covering but our night clothes all day and the next night.
The body of our father remained on the' floor in .a pool of
blood. We were naturally frightened as we did not know
how soon the miscreants might return to do us violence. At
about three,o'clock the next morning some of our Mexican
friends stole up to the house and gave us food and clothing.
That day also they took my father- away to bury him. A
few days later we were allowed to go to their house. Mrs.
Carson and Mrs. Boggs were sheltered by a .friendly old
Mexican who -took them to her home, disguised them as
Indians and set them to grind corn on the metates in the
kitchen.
.
The day following his assassination, the headless body
.of Governor Bent was buried at Taos. The American troops
removed it to· the Fort Marcy cemetery at Santa Fe. It
was again taken up and placed in the Masonic Cemetery
near .the present Scottish Rite Masonic Cathedral. Later,

.
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it was given final resting place in the National Cemetery at
Santa Fe.
.
Mrs. Bent, nee Maria Ignacia Jaramillo, daughter of
Francisco and Apolonia Vigil de Jaramillo, died at Taos on
April 13, 1883. The' children of the couple were Alfredo,
who stood by his father's side on that fateful morning, January 19, 1846, Marcia Estefana, Maria Teresina, George
and Virginia. The latter two died in infancy and Alfred
died in young manhood. Marcia Estefana married Alexander Hicklin, moving to St. Mary's, Huerfano County, Colorado. Maria Teresina married Aloys Scheurich, for many
years a resident of Taos. One sister of Mrs.. Bent, as stated,
married Christopher Carson. Another sister; Manuela Jaramillo, married Colonel JoaeMaria Valdez, who became an
officer in the Union army during the Civil War. The
brother, Pablo Jaramillo, who was killed during the Taos
uprising, had served as a scout- under his brother-in-law,
Kit Carson. .
.
Little did Kit Carson, gui<;iing General Kearny across
the Arizona desert, dream of the tragic events at Taos .
which his presence, and that of Ceran St. Vrain, who was
in Santa Fe, might have averted.
.As soon as Colonel Price learned of the massacre of
Governor Bent and his retiJ1ue, word having been brought
to him bya brother of the sheriff, who had lost his life with
Bent; he left for Taos with a strong force.
The insurgents were assembled in force near the present village of Santa Cruz, twenty-five miles north of Santa
Fe, under General 'Ortiz and M'ontoya, with a view of
making an assault upon the capital. Colonel Price met them
at Canada, the enemy numbering about two thousand men.
The American force consisted of four hundred and eighty
men and four pieces of artillery, mountain howitzers. The
insurgents were posted on both sides of the main road to
Taos, occupying the hills. A sharp fire from the howitzers
was directed against the enemy, but with little effect, whereupon Colonel Price ordered Captain Angney to charge the
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hill, which was gallantly done, being supported by Captain
St. Vrain with a company of citizen soldiers. The conflict continued untii sundown. The American loss was two
killed and seven wounded. The insurgent loss was thirtysix killed and forty-five taken prisoners. The insurgents
retreated toward Taos. The enemy was hotly pursued by
Price and was again encountered at Embudo, where he was
discovered in the pinon and cedar thickets which lined the
road-side. A charge was ordered and was made by three
companies under Captain Burgwin and Captain St. Vrain
and Lieutenant White, resulting in the total rout of the
insurgents.
The march was resumed the following day and no opposition was had until the third of February, at which time
Price arrived at the Pueblo of Taos, where he found the
insurgents strongly fortified. A few rounds were fired by
the artillery that .evening but was soon discontinued on
account of its ineffectiveness.
.
General Price gives a vivid descripti9n of the battle
of Taos, as follows:
Posting the dragoons under Captain Burgwin about
two hundred and sixty yards from the western flank of the
church, I ordered the mounted men under Captains St.
Vrain and Slack toa position on the opposite side of the
town, whence they could discover and intercept any fugitives who might attempt to escape toward ·the mountains or
in the direction of San Fernando. The residue of the
troops took ground about three hundred yards from the
north wall. Here too, Lieutenant Dyer established himself
with the six-pounder and two howitzers, while Lieutenant
Hassendaubel, of Major Clark's battalion, remained with
Captain Burgwin, in command of two howitzers. By this
arrangement a cross fire was obtained,' sweeping the front
and eastern flank of the church. All these arrangements
being made, the batteries opened upon the town at nine
o'clock a. m. At eleven o'clock, finding it impossible to
breach the walls·of the church with the six-pounders' and the
.howitzers, I determined to storm the building. At a signal
Captain Burgwin, at the head of his own comp~ny.and.th~t
of Captain McMillin, charged the western flank of the
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church, while Captain Angney, and Captain Barber and
Lieutenant Boon, charged the northern wall. As soon as •
the troops above mentioned had established themselves .
under the western wall of the church, axes were used in the
attempt to breach it, and a temporary ladder having been
made, th~ roof was fired. About this time Captain Burgwin, at the head of a small party, left the cover afforded by
the flank of the church, and, penetrating into the corral in
front of that building, endeavored to force the door. In
this exposed situation Captain Burgwin received a severe
wound, which deprived me of his valuable services and of
which he died on the 7th instant. Lieutenants McIIvane,
First United States Dragoons, and Royall and Lachland,
Second Regiment ;Volunteers, accompanied Captain Burgwin into the corral, but the attempt on the church' door
proved fruitless, and they were compelled to retire behind
the wall. In'the meantime small holes had been cut in the
.western wall, and shells were thr,own in by hand doing good
execution. The six-pounder was now brought around by
Lieutenant Wilson, who, at a distance of two hundred yards
poured a heavy fire of grape into the town. The enemy,
during all this time, kept' up a destructive fire upon our
troops. About half-past three o'clock the six-pounder was
run up within sixty yards of the church, and after ten
rounds, one of the holes which had been cut with the axes
was widened into a practicable breach. The storming
party, among whom were Lieutenant Dyer, of the Ordnance, and Lieutenants Wilson and Taylor, First Dragoons,
entered and took possession of the church without opposi- '
tion. The interior was filled with dense smoke, but for
which circumstances our storming party would have suffered great loss. A few of the enemy were seen in the
gallery where an open door admitted the air, but they retired without firing a gun. The troops left to support the
battery on the north side were now ordered to charge on
that side..
The enemy then abandoned the western part of the
town. Many took refuge in the. large houses on the east,
while others endeavored to escape to the mountains. These
latter' were pursued by the mounted men under Captains
Slack and St. Vrain, who killed fifty-one of them, only two
or three men escaping. It was now night, and our troops
were quietly quartered in the house which the enemy had
abandoned. On the next morning the enemy sued for peace,
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and, thinking the severe loss they had sustained would
. prove a salutary lesson, I granted their supplication on the
condition that they should deliver up to me Tomas, one of
their principal men, who had instigated and been actively
engaged,in the murder of Governor Bent and others.
After the battle the leading spirits in the insurrection
were captured and placed' in prison awaiting trial, but a
dragoon, named Fitzgerald, shot Tomasito, killing him instantly. On the 6th, Montoya, who had styled himself the
"Santa Ana of the North", was tried by court-martial and
sentenced to be hung, which was done along with fo~rteen .
otherS in the presence'of the army.
.
Immediately after the killing of Governor' Bent, news
of the fact 'was brought to Captain Hendley, who was in
command of a detachment of the army on the Pecos river.
He learned that the insurgent forces were gathering near
Las Vegas. ' In a short time he was joined by various detachments of the army and occupied Las Vegas. Leaving
the greater part of his force there, Captain Hendley, with
80 men, started ,for Mora, where he learned that ,the insurgent:s had gathered a force of two hundred men. He arrived
at Mora on the 25th of January, 1847. A general engagement ensued, the insurgents retreating and firing from windows in the houses of the village. A large body of insurgents had taken possession of an old' fort and commenced
to fire upon the Americans. Hendley charged the fort and
was in possession of a small apartment, and was making
ready to' fire it, when he was struck by a ball from an adjoining room and died illstantly. The Americans, having no
artillery, retired with a loss of one killed' and three
wounded. On the first of February, the death of Hendley as
well as that of Messrs. Waldo, Noyes, Culver, and others
was avenged by Captain Morin and his men by the complete
'
demolition of Mora.
In June, 1847, at Las Vegas, Lieutenant Brown and
three men were killed. Major Edmonson attacked thetown.
Twelve of the insurgents were killed and' fifty prisoners
were sent to Santa Fe. The following month, Lieutenant

,
,

FIRST CIVIL GOVERNOR OF NEW MEXICO 127
Larkin and five men were killed at La Ch~nega, near Taos,
the entire detachment, consisting of 31 men. The last important skirmish was with Manuel Cortez' and some four
hundred insurrectionists at Anton Chico in which several
men were slain and fifty prisoners taken by the Americans.
This ended the insurrection and quiet and, order were restored, although plotting against U. S. sovereignty con:'
tinued for some ten years.
Donaciano Vigil succeeded Bent as governor. 'Court
martials in Santa Fe resulted in the execution of thirty insurgents, while ,a large number were flogged and then
set at liberty. U. S. Attorney Blah' vigorously prosecuted
those who had instigated the insurrection, but many of the
prisoners were discharged for want of testimony sufficient
,to indict them for treason against a government of which
they were not citizens. Antonio Maria Trujillo, however,
was found guilty of treason and sentenced to be hanged.
But Governor Vigil, at the request of the President of the
United States, pardoned him.
Not so' fortunate were sixteen tried at Taos, found
guilty and hanged, one on a charge of treason and the rest
for murder. Present at the trial in raos were William and
George Bent, brothers of the murdered governor, Lucien B.
l\{axwell, the widow,Mrs. Charles Bent, Mrs. Kit Carson
and Mrs. Boggs." An eye witness described the Widow:
"Senora Bent was quite handsom~; a few years since, she
must have been a beautiful woman-good figure for her
age; luxuriant raven hair, unexceptionable teeth, and bdl.. ·
liant dark eyes, the effect' of which was heightened by a
• clear brunette complexion." Of Mrs. Kit Carson, th~ same
chronicler says: "Her style of beauty was of the haughty
,heart-breaking kind-such as would lead a man with a
glance of the 'eye to risk his life for one smile. * * * The
dress and manners of the three ladies bespoke a greater
degree of refinement than usual."
3. A curious feature of the court proceedings in Taos is that Beaubien. as judge
of the northern district, presided throughout' the session, although his son was one
of those who had been murdered. And George B;nt was foreman of the grand jury.

.
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It is difficult to gauge the influence that Charles Bent
had upon the trend of events during the seventeen years of
his contact and residence in New Mexico, but his figure is
one of heroic proportions in our hall of fame.
As we recall the martyrdom and suffering of those who
were pathfinders, from the days of Coronado, we must realize that the troubles and inconveniences of today are but
trifles compared with the hardships of the conquerors, the
settlers, the pioneers and pathfinders. Providence has
blessed us so abundantly, because those of olden days were
willing to sacrifice not only their property but their very
·life forthe cross and the flag of their allegiance.
The portrait of Carlos Bent in this Senate Chamber is
the work of the artist Lbtave, whose fine mural paintings of
the cliff dwellings and magnificent scenery of New Mexico
are the. permanent heritage of the people of New Mexico,
the gift of the late Frank Springer to the Museum of New
Mexico, where they are seen and admired-by tens of thousands of visitors to the Palace of the· Governors each year.
The artist met a tragic death at his own handaffur an
adventurous career. The portrait was dedicated andaccepted by the State at an impressive ceremony on March 1,
1910, the day that the late William J. Mills was inaugurated
as the last civil governor of the Territory of New Mexico,
of which Charles Bent had been the first. . Teresa. Harris,
granddaughter of Bent, unveiled the portrait, and there
were among those pres.ent two other granddaughters of the
martyred governor, Mrs. Frank C. Ellis and Mrs. Berry of
Taos. The Senate Chamber was. crowded and twice as
many people as could gain admittance were turned away
at the doors. The ceremonies were in charge of the Daughters of the American Revolution, the late Mrs. L. Bradford
Prince reading the ritual. Her husband, ex-Governor
Prince, who is among those who have departed, delivered
the oration. The late A. B. Renehan and the late U. S. Senator Thomas B. Catron were additional s~akers, and
among those participating was the late Charles A. Spiess.

FIRST

C~VIL

GOVERNOR OF NEW MEXICO 129

who had been elected president of the New Mexico Bar,
Association the day before. We cannot escape a sense of
sadness as we survey the losses which death lias inflicted
upon New Mexico since that memorable day twenty-three
years ago, but w~ do have this satisfaction that each one of
us may contribute something to the upbuilding of this magnificent commonwealth and of our communities so that we
repay in some degree the debt we owe to those who went
before us.
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EL PAYO DE NUEVO-MEJICO
By
AMONG

DOUGLAS

C. McMURTRIE

the very rarest extant products of the early press

rl.. of New Mexico, and also among the rarest specimens of
North American journalism, are two issues of a little news.paper entitled El Payo de Nuevo-Mejico and a copy of a
prospectus for the same. These rarities, the only copies of
this periodical known to exist, are in the Bancroft Library
of the University of California.
At least two writers on New Mexican history have re- .
corded the existence of El Payo. L. Bradford Prince, in
his Concise History of New Mexico,' wrote: "On June 28, .
1845, as a successor to La Verdad, appeared El Payo de
Nuevo Mejico." And Lansing B. Bloom, in his monograph
on "New Mexico under Mexican Administration," quoted
Prince as to ·the beginning of El Payo." But as' neither of
these authors gave any description of it, El Payo has remained to all intents and purposes unknown. Hence a few
details about it will possibly be of interest.
The two known issues are numbers 6 and 7 of volume
1, dat~ August 2 and August 9, 1845. The prospectus is
dated June 21, 1845, one week before what must have been
the date of the first issue.BEach of the two issues has four
pages about 81;2 by 12 inches in size, with the text printed
in two columns. At the bottom of the second colum'n on the
fourth page of each of the two issues is the imprint "Imprenta del Gobierno a cargo,de J. M. B." The initials are
interpreted in the imprint on the prospectus, which reads
"Imprenta del Gobierno a cargo de Jesus Maria Baca." The
typography of" all three pieces is that which has been found
to be characteristic of New Mexico's first printer. At the
time of printing El Payo, Baca was still very much the same
1. Cedar Rapids: The Torch Press. 1912; the reference to El Payo is on p, 260.
2. Old Santa Fe, vol. 2, no. 3, January, 1915, p, 247.
3. The date as printed on the prospectus is actually "Julio 21 de 1845," but
what SEems to be a contemporary hand has changed this with a pen to read "Junia."
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poor craftsman that he was in 183:4, when he did the first
printing in New Mexico."
The imprint "Imprenta del Gobierno," and the subtitle·
of the paper, "Periodico del Gobierno del Departamento,"
show that in 1845 the press had become an organ of the gov~
ernment of New Mexico. No place is named in the date line
of El Payo,but the prospectus announced that it was to be
published at Santa Fe· and that subscriptions would be r~
ceived at the printing office there.· This means,. of course,
that the pioneer press of New Mexico, which had been at
Taos in the possession of Father Antonio Jose Martinez
(with Baca as his printer)· since about 1838, had come back
to Santa Fe and, at least for a time; had now been put into
the service of the government.·
The title El Payo is a strange one. The Spanish word
payo has the meaning of '.'yokel" or "clown," or, in more -,.
. c~lloquial language, something like "clodhopper" or "rube." .. ,~~.~
It can hardly be supposed that a government organ, even.in
''-~
New Mexico under Mexican administration, would choose a
"'word with so derogatory a meaning for the title of a m~
dium of communication with the public. It seems .likely
that -in current New Mexican usage the word pdyo had a
less offensive meaning, perhap~ no harsher than "rristic"
or "country fellow,". used maybe with a slight tinge of
irony. Perhaps "New Mexican Ruralist" might serve-as 'a
translation of El Payo de Nuevo-Meji90.
The prospectus of June 21, 1845, deserves attention,
not only because of the nalve picture it draws of New Mex;.
iean journalism at that date; but also because of its account
.4.

See Do,;glas C. McMurtrie, "Early Printing in New Mexico," NEW MEXICO
REVIEW, vol. 4, no. 4, O~tober, 1929. pp. 373-410, for Borne account of
Baea's work.
6. [El Payo] Beguira redactandoBe en esta Capital . . . " and "Las BubBcricion...
las recibe en eBta Capital Ii> imprenta. . ."
6. The PresB had come back from Taos to Santa .Fe early in 1844 and was UBed
there for printing La Verd<ui.
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of the end of its predecessor, the little-known La Verdad.'
In free translation it is herewith presented:
EL P AYO DEL NUEVO-MEXICO·
. PROSPECTUS

Under this,title there will be published at this capital a
new periodical, in place of the one previously published
under the name of La Verdad, which died at the beginning
of May of the current year as the result of an acute disorder which it contracted from the str()ng wind that blew
from'the south from Mexico on the 20th of. November of
the year just past (thanks to the memorable 6th of December, which opened up a new era full of wonders and
which by itself alone will raise the. pages of Mexico's most
glorious annals to the level and example of the other nations
of the globe ... ) ,and in spite of the strong north winds the
extraordinary contagion reached Santa Fe at the end of
April last ;on which el Payo was 'born, as the result of a miscarriage at the whim of the writer; and the first thing it
said was the following: "The Truth [la Verdad] has never
done as much good in the world as its appearances have
done evil," and these first-born words of el Payo will serve
as death-watch at the funeral obsequies of the defunct Verdad, whose sudden death gave it no time to say good-bye to
the public, nor to its companions, the journalists of the
Republic of Mexico; and for the same reason, at the moment
of its expiring,it was able to articulate only this innocent
verse
" De profundis clamavi
Are my intentions;
And' of Requiemeternam '
My thoughts
Which, as seen by our nascent writer, half fearful and
half boldly, with the calm breeze blowing upon him, the
Payo related.
'
7. Of La Verdad, two issues are known: Vol. 1, no. 32, September 12, 1844
(one copy in the Historical Society of New Mexico and another in the Henry E.
Huntington Library);'and vol. 2, no. 51, January 23, 1845,found' in the Bancroft
Library by' Mr. Lansing B. BIoomin the summer of 1931. The imprint of La'Verdad
was "Irriprenta particular a cargo de J. M, B." ("Private press in charge of J. M.
B[aca]").' ,"
,
,
H. The title as printed on the paper it~H~J-~ read F;l Payo .de Nuevo-Mejico.
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A terrible thing certainly is the task of the journalist.
The more we engulf ourselves in this bottomless quicksand,
the greater and the graver are the difficulties and embarrassments we encounter: so that, proceeding step by step, we
have observed that it is easier to give a newspaper a name
than to work out its policy, and easier to imagine this than
to formulate its prospectus; today we feel that the difficulty
of writing the first issues is not even comparable with the
others; and our convictions reach the point at which we do
not hesitate to generalize the proposition by saying that
works from and after their beginnings are more difficult.
than their labels. In the editing of a paper as in the 'constitutions of nations, it is easy to write this magic word on the'
title page of some book and to fill the first page with others
even more seductive, of liberty, equality, individual guaranties, and division of powers; but the something is not in
them but in the means of making effective what it signifies;
which iS,or ought to be, the object of the pages following.
We who, already compromised with the public, have to
carry out our prospectus, do nQt really know. where
we shall have to begin, and reading and rereading our sheet
of paper we bite our lips without knowing what to say in
our first number, and while ... Let us return to the prospectus.
The prospectus, repeats el Payo:· that is the foundation, and I have nothing to think of otherwise but to develop
the thoughts it may contain. The columns of this periodical
will be concerned with: 1. All official communications of
, , the supreme general government and those which emanate
in particular. from the department and its honorable assembly, prefectures, and courts of the first instance which
deserve the attention and knowledge of the people,including
. articles and communications sent in by individuals or organizations, whether of general or of special interest, provided they do not offend public decency and morals and do
not touch upon offensive or impolitic personalities, increasing or diminishing the editorial matter as the more or less'
crowded condition of this newspaper's columns may require; and its publisher, according to the heading· at the
beginning of this prospectus, is el Payo of New Mexico;
whose paper'will appear on Saturday of each week.
Subscriptions will be re~eived at this capital by the
printing office, in the other settlements of the department,
.by the secretaries of the prefectures, in the county seatsgf

•

136 THE NEW. MEXIOO HISTORICAL REVIEW
the two remaining districts of the North and Southwest by
those of the 'ayuntamiento, alid in the remaining tQwns of .
the department by their respective justices of the peace;
timely announcement will be made as to who will receive
subscriptions outside it Its price is 18 reales per quarter
in advance for those within, and 20 reales postage prepaid
for those outside the capital.
Santa Fe, N. Mexico, June 21, 1845.
It would seem that not very much could be expected of
a newspaper heralded by such a prospectus, and the two.
surviving issues of El Payo certainly show no effort on the
part of its anonymous editor to present in its columns anything more than government bulletins and political papers.
Of the two issues which have survived for us to examine,
the first, of August 2, 1845, contains a communication from
the Archbishop of Durango to the governor of New Mexi.co,
advising him that the churches in New Mexico had been.
instructed to offer prayers for deliverances from earthquakes such as had nearly destroyed the city of Mexico and
other places in the country.. Then follows a polItical article
in defense of the' newly established government of Mexico'
and assailing the deposed president Santa Anna as the chief
of a party founded on. vice, prostitution, and brigandage.
Next ,are two articles on. the recent annexation of Texas to
the United States.
The other issue, of August 9, 1845, begins with an
article which has a distinctly familiar ring even in 1933.
It complains of governmental waste in maintaining unnecessary offices and employees while the workers'and farrners
are often compelled to part W\th their tqols in order to pay
the heavy taxes. ,The rest of 'the paper is taken up with
decrees by Jose Joaquin de Herrera, acting president of the
Republic of Mexico, promulgating certain laws passed by
the Mexican congress, and with the publication of the Mexican electoral law.
The advent of El Payo de Nuevo Mejico coincided with
a revolutionary change in the Mexican government. As the
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words of the prospectus delicately expressed it, La Verdad,
its predecessor, died "of an acute disorder which it contrac~ed from the strong wInd which blew from the so~th
from Mexico on the 29th of November of the year just
past." The "strong wind" was the enforced suspension of
the government of President Santa Anna' on the date mentioned. The "memorable 6th of December" was the date of
the uprising of the people and garrison of Mexico City to
bring about the restoration of the cons~itutioiJ. which Santa
Anna had suspended. General de Herrera then assumed
,executive power as president of the council. On December
17th the job was completed when the congress deposed
Santa Anna and appointed Herrera acting president: Not
until May, 1845; did this "strong wind" reach New Mexico
and blow away the Santa Anna government in that depa~
ment.
By way of conclusion fo this brief sketch of El Payo,
there is presented an account of its establishment as published by Mr. Lansing B. Bloom a number of years ago: 10
, "Some three months after the last issue of La Ve.rdad
to which any reference has been found,u the press which
Deputy [Doriaciano] Vigil hJd used for publishing this little
weekly ~as disposed of by Pro. [Presbitero] Martinez to
Governor Chavez. In referring to this transfer before the
assembly on June 2d, Vigil proposed that they authorize His
Excellency to establish at the expense of the government a
new periodical in which should be published the ,measures
enacted by the departmental authorities, whether these related to fostering the security of the country, to internal
policing, or to ,economic affairs; and in order tohave due
deliberation, he asked that a committee be named to request the governor's presence. This was done, and when
9. Lansing B. Bloom, in his HNew Mexico under Mexican Administration,"
Old Santa Fe, vol 2, no. 3, January, 1915, p. 233, gives an account of these events.
10. Bloom, op. cit.. p. 247.
11. An issue referred to in a letter dated at El Paso, February 28, 1845, from
Guadalupe Miranda to Donaciano Vigil at 'Santa Fe, in which Miranda wrote "I
received the copy of the periodical which you edit..... (Bloom, op. cit., P. 236.)

/
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the governor had presented himself, the matter was discussed with him and arranged. The governor was author, ized to establish the press at the expense of the departmental treasury, and he was to select a board of editors for the.
periodical 'in conformity with the laws of the press.' "
Thus was born El Payo de Nuevo-Mejico on June 28,
1845. Who wrote its prospectus? Who formed its "board
of editors"? How long did it live? As yet, we do not know.
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A Dictionary of Spanish Terms in English, with special
Reference to the American Southwest. By Harold W. Bentley. (Columbia University Press, New York, 1932. 243 pp.
$3.50.)
has long existed the need for such a work as this
T
one. Much has been written on the subject of Spanish
terms in the English language but nothing has appeared
HERE

heretofore in English purporting to be a dictionary of those
terms. The book is timely and appropriate ~nd should
prove of real value to students of both Spanish and English.
The general plan of the book is well worked out.. · The
first third of the work, consisting of approximately eighty
pages, is taken up with the introduction and gives the ms. torical and cultural backgrounds which led to the infusion
of Spanish words and expressions into the spoken and writ.ten English. By far the greater part of the introduction
deals with the intermingling of the different peoples of the
American Southwest, especially the Spanish, Mexican, and
. so-called Anglo. There follows a summary of the SpanishEnglish contacts in America, a brief discussion of the Spanish borrowings from English, of English borrowings from
Spanish, of the nature of these borrowings, and of the effect
of the economic life of the people on this exchange of words
and' expressions.
The second and . largest section of· the book includes
some one hundred and thirty-three pages and consists en-'
tirely of a vocabulary of Spanish words and expressions
fo~nd in English writings.. The words are well arranged in
alphab,etical order with Spanish and English phonetic sym.boIs supplied as an aid to proper pronunciation. After each·
word or expression there is given the definition. in English,
followed by one or more examples of its use in English writings, mainly those of the American Southwest.
139
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The last part of the work, consisting of some twentythree pages, is used for the appendix: In this section
appear words of American Indian origin, .Spanish place
names in the United States, a list of bull fight terms, and
some examples of bi-lingual letter writing. 'Then follows an
excellent bibliography which concludes the book.
In the first part of the work, the reader feels that the
author is constantly striving for some adequate terms in
writing of the vari.ous peoples of the Southwest. There
are no truly adequate designation~ as yet in use and the
terms "Spanish-speaking" and "English-speaking" used, by
the author seem to be the most appropriate.
In reviewing a book of the nature of' a dictionary perhaps it is best to give both favorable and adverse criticisms more in detail, and as the words appear in the text.
The use of the Spanish "si" for the English "yes" or better
"yeah" among the cowboys as given in a footnote quotation
on page llseeins a trifle far-fetched.' The word "lucha"
used by the author on page 32, in an otherwise pure English
sentence, may be a slight straining for effect. The same
criticism might be made of the use of the word "atajos" on
. page 40. Many people interested in the study will doubt the
appropriateness of the term "Anglo-Saxon" used on page
47 to denote the immigrants from the United States coming into the Southwest. On page 50 there is some dO,ubt'as
to just what the author means by "native" Mexican inhabitants of Texas. If they are "native" to Texas, obviously,
they are not Mexicans, but Spanish-speaking Americans
living in Texas. Otherwise, they are Mexican citizens living in Texas.
The section devoted to the vocabulary or dictionary is
excellent, and shows years of diligent study and research.
Few corrections, if any, could be made on this part of the
book. The Spanish words are clearly and well defined, and
the examples from English writings of the uses of'the
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Spanish expressions are, for the most part, very good indeed. A few suggestions, however, may not be entirely out
of place. The author on page 110, in defining the Spanish
"cabr6n", states that the ","ord is as strong as the English
word "fool" or even "damn fool." May one who has spent
most of his life am~ng Spanish-speaking people suggest that
the. word "c~br6n" when applied to a person (either Anglo
or Spanish) has an infinitely stronger connotation than·
even "damn fool?" The same sort of criticism might be
. offered for the Spanish word "chingar",found on page 122.·
. On page 127 one might question the statement that "concha" signifies a "pearl." . Some light on the eternal question
of the origin of the word "gringo" found on page 141 might
be found in a review of a'!'play "La Gringa" by the South
.American, Florencio Sanchez. The Spanish word, "ladino",
found on page 153, is often used also in the sense of "wild"
as, for example, a famous brand in the Southwest called
"media luna con pelo ladino", translated· loosely by the cowboys, "half-moon with a wild ,hair in it." One might add
that the word "Tejano" listed on page 206 has an entirely
different meaning to the ,Spanish-speaking person from the
one given as "manliness" or "courageousness." It· sometimes suggests just th~ opposite: "a prdJudiced bigot" from
Texas. .
.
The last section of the book contains a list. of words
of American Indian origin. The Indian 'word is also given,
thus sho~ing the source of many expressions believed to be '
Spanish.. There is also given another complete list of Spa.n,..
ish place names in the United States. This is followed by a
large group of b,ull fight terms.
'
In· a series of personal letters which. the author lis1:s as
examples of bi-lingualism are found many interesting examples.' A few of the lines seem a bit far-fetched as, for
example, the word "algUnos" for "some" in the line "and
got two deer and algunos trouts", found on page 239.
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The select bibliography which concludes the work is
excellent, and includes most of the writings of any source
whatever dealing with the subject under discussion.
A few mis-spellings (undoubtedly typographical errors) which escaped the appended Errata, are the following: p. 98, "climibing" for "climbing"; p. 116, "Dohie" for
"Dobie"; p. 135, "Hispana" for "Hispana"; p. 144, -"la
basta vista" for "hasta la vista"; p. 238, "neuve" for
"nueve."
Taking -all iIi all the book is a very good one, and will do
much to cause a better understanding between the English
and Spanish-speaking peoples as well as serve a useful purpose for those looking for a good dictionary of Spanish
terms"in English.
•
F. M. KERCHEVILLE.
University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque.
.

The Mercurio Volante of Don Carlos de Sigiienza 'Y
G6ngora. An Account of the First Expedition of Don Diego
de Vargas into New Mexico in 1692. Translated, with Introduction and Notes, by Irving Albert Leonard, Ph.D.,
University of California. -The Quivira Society, Los An_geles. 1932.
_
This third volume o~ the Publication of the Quivira
Society maintains the excellence of the other, voiumes of
the series both in content and in format, and affords the
student of the history and ethnology of the Southwest further means for pursuing his investigations. The original
work, which may be regarded as among the exceptionally
rare books treating of the Southwest, is now no longer indispensable for the present volume places before, the investigator a facsimile reprOduction which may be regarded as
ancillary to and confirmatory of Dr. Leonard's translation.
It is true that the Mercurio Volante was reprinted at Mexico City in 1900, but it has not hitherto appeared in English
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if one excepts the very literal and imperfect translation in
Benjamin M. Read's Illustrated History of New Mexico
(Santa Fe,1912).
In a scholarly Introduction Dr. Leonard reveals the
fact that the Mercurio Volante, like other publications in
Mexico, was a link in a chain of rudimentary newspapers
having their beginning as early as 1541 and which slowly
evolved into true periodicals, but these were not printed at
stated intervals until the 18th century was well advanced.
Suchhojas volantes were issued in response to the public
desire for news respecting events of importance, such as
Spanish feats of arms in various parts of the world, the
deaths of popes and princes, and the like. ,
News of the reconquest, by Vargas, of the Pueblo Indians twelve years after· the great revolt of 1680, was an
event so spectacular and so important, especially as it cameat a time when New Spain was torn by various distresses,
as to arouse the wildest enthusiasm and to call forth one of
these products of the provincial press-the Mercurio Volante, the work of the foremost scholar of New Spain in his
day, a' contemporary of the. well-known Father Eusebio
Francisco Kino, with whom Sigiienza y G6ngora engaged in
lively argument over the origin of certain astronomical
phenomena.,
'
Dr. Leonard has performed his task well. In addition
to a discussion of the forerunner of nelWspapers in New
Spain, he presents a sketch of Sigiienza y G6ngra, a supject wi,th whom he is quite familiar, as witness especially his
I;>iography of that noted character published by· the University of California in 1929. Dr. Leonard also outlines
the conditions in New Spain at the time of the reconquest,
'together with the motives of that event. The entire work is
. amply documented and well indexed.
The volume is embellished with eleven plates in photo.,gelatin, all pertinent to the subject-matter, and a facsimile
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reproduction of the map of California and New Mexico,
attributed to Sigiienza y Gongora, from "L'Atlas Crieux
of N. de Fer," with a note by Mr. Henry R. Wagner.
F. W. HODGE~
Southwest Museum,
Los Angeles, Calif.

(

